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	[bookmark: _Hlk92197717][bookmark: _Hlk107394898]			KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS (47% of test)

	RE.ABE.1: Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.
	7.RL.1 (Medium)  7.RI.1(High) Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.  

	Unit 1 – Lesson 1: 
Use Evidence to Support Inferences and Conclusions.
Pg.16-25


	Unit 1 – Strategy 1: 
Use Evidence to Support Inferences and Conclusions.
Pg.4-9

	Unit 2 – Lesson 6: 
Make inferences and Use Text Evidence as Support 
Pg.18-19

Unit 3– Lesson 14:
Identify Details and Examples 
Pg.50-51

Unit 3– Lesson 15:
Make Inferences and Use Text Evidence as Support
Pg.54-55

	Unit 2 – Practice 6: 
Make inferences and Use Text Evidence as Support 
Pg.26-29

Unit 3–Practice 14: 
Identify Details and Examples 
Pg. 62-65

Unit 3–Practice 15
Make Inferences and Use Text Evidence as Support
Pg.66-69

	Online Lessons:
· Arguments Test-Out Quiz
· Arguments Unit Quiz
· Checking Reasoning and Support
· Conclusions and Generalizations
· Analysis and Synthesis Test-Out Quiz
· Analysis and Synthesis Unit Quiz
· The Development of a Claim
· The Development of a Text Test-Out Quiz
· The Development of a Text Unit Quiz
· Synthesizing Data and Visual Information

	




	RE.ABE.1: Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.


	6-8. RH.1 (Low) Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources.

	Unit 1 – Lesson 2: 
Use Evidence to Support Analysis of Texts
Pg.26-37

	Unit 1 – Strategy 2: 
Use Evidence to Support Analysis of Texts
Pg.10-15
	Unit 2 – Lesson 13: 
Analyze Primary and Secondary Sources
Pg.42-45

	Unit 2 – Practice 13: 
Analyze Primary and Secondary Sources
Pg.54-57

	Online Lessons:
· Analyzing Primary and Secondary Sources
	


	RE.ABE. 2: Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.

	6.RL.2 (Medium) Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.

	Unit 1 – Lesson 3: 
Identify Theme and Summarize Texts
Pg.38-46

	Unit 1 – Strategy 3: 
Identify Theme and Summarize Texts
Pg.16-19
	Unit 3 – Lesson 17: 
Determine Theme and Summarize
Pg.60-63

	Unit 3 – Practice 17: 
Determine Theme and Summarize
Pg.74-77

	Online Lessons:
· Development of Central Ideas
· Sequence and Development Test-Out Quiz
· Sequence and Development Unit Quiz
· Determining and Supporting a Theme
· Analysis and Synthesis Test-Out Quiz
· Analysis and Synthesis Unit Quiz

	













	RE.ABE. 2: Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.
	6.RI.2 (High) Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.
	Unit 1 – Lesson 4: 
Identify Central Idea and Summarize Informational Texts
Pg.47-55

	Unit 1 – Strategy 4: 
Identify Central Idea and Summarize Informational Texts
Pg.20-22
	Unit 1 – Lesson 5: 
Determine Main Idea and Summarize
Pg.16-17

	Unit 1 – Practice 5: 
Determine Main Idea and Summarize
Pg.22-25

	Online Lessons:
· Conclusions and Generalizations
· Inferences about Main Ideas
· Inferences Test-Out Quiz
· Inferences Unit Quiz

	





	RE.ABE.1: Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.

	6-8.RST.1 (High) Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of science and technical texts.
6-8.RST.2 (Low) Determine the central ideas or conclusions of a text; provide an accurate summary of the text distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.

	Unit 1 – Lesson 5: 
Summarize Scientific and Technical Texts
Pg.56-65

	Unit 1 – Strategy 5: 
Summarize Science and Technical Texts
Pg.23-25
	Unit 2 – Lesson 8: 
Analyze Scientific Texts
Pg.26-29

	Unit 2 – Practice 8: 
Analyze Scientific Texts
Pg.34-37

	Online Lessons:
· Analyzing Science and Technical Texts
· Inferences about Main Ideas
· Inferences Test-Out Quiz
· Inferences Unit Quiz

	








	RE.ABE.3: Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
	8.RI.3 (High) Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, ideas, or events (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories).

	Unit 1 – Lesson 6: 
Make Connections
Pg.66-72

	Unit 1 – Strategy 6: 
Make Connections
Pg.26-29
	Unit 2 – Lesson 7: 
Analyze Text Connections
Pg.22-25

	Unit 2 – Practice 7: 
Analyze Text Connections
Pg.30-33

	Online Lessons:
· Analyzing Events and Ideas
· Analysis and Application Test-Out Quiz
· Analysis and Application Unit Quiz
· Procedures and Processes
· Relationships in Text
· The Development of Events

	



	RE.ABE.3: Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
	6-8.RH.3 (Low) Identify key steps in a text’s description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes law, how interest rates are raised or lowered).

	Unit 1 – Lesson 7: 
Identify Key Steps of a Process
Pg.73-81

	Unit 1 – Strategy 7: 
Identify Key Steps of a Process
Pg.30-32
	Unit 2 – Lesson 12: 
Identify Key Steps in a Process
Pg.40-41

	Unit 2 – Practice 12: 
Identify Key Steps in a Process
Pg.50-53

	Online Lessons:
· The Development of Events
· The Development of a Text Test-Out Quiz
· The Development of a Text Unit Quiz

	



	RE.ABE.3.3.4: Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, ideas, or events (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories).


	6-8.RST.3 (Low): Follow precisely a multistep procedure when carrying out experiments, taking measurements, or performing technical tasks.
	Unit 1 – Lesson 8: 
Follow Multistep Procedures
Pg.82-89

	Unit 1 – Strategy 8: 
Follow Multistep Procedures
Pg.33-35
	Unit 2 – Lesson 9: 

(WILL BE COVERED LATER ON in INTEGRATION OF KNOWLEDGE AND IDEAS)
	Unit 2 – Lesson 9: 

(WILL BE COVERED LATER ON in INTEGRATION OF KNOWLEDGE AND IDEAS)
	Online Lessons:
· Procedures and Processes
· Sequence and Development Test-Out Quiz
· Sequence and Development Unit Quiz
	

	CRAFT AND STRUCTURE (38% OF TEST)

	RE.ABE.4: Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.

	6.RL.4 (Medium) ; 6.RI.4 (High) Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone.

	Unit 2 – Lesson 1: 
Define Words and Phrases
Pg.94-101

	Unit 2 – Strategy 9: 
Define Words and Phrases
Pg.44-49
	Unit 1 – Lesson 1: 
Determine Word Meaning 
Pg.2-3


Unit 1 – Lesson 2: 
Understand Figurative Language 
Pg.4-5


Unit 1 – Lesson 3: 
Understand Connotations 
Pg.6-7

	Unit 1 – Practice 1: 
Determine Word Meaning 
Pg.2-5

Unit 1 – Practice 2: 
Understand Figurative Language 
Pg.6-9

Unit 1 – Practice 3: 
Understand Connotations 
Pg.10-13

	Online Lessons:
· Figurative Language
· Determining Word Meanings
· The Impact of a Word
· Gaining Meaning from Words Test-Out Quiz
· Gaining Meaning from Words Unit Quiz
· Rhetorical Techniques in Arguments
· Author’s Perspective Test-Out Quiz
· Author’s Perspective Unit Quiz
	








	RE.ABE.5:  Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole.  

	6.RL.5 (Low) Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall structure of a text and contributes to the development of the ideas.

	Unit 2 – Lesson 2: 
Analyze Structure of Literary Texts
Pg.102-110

	Unit 2 – Strategy 10: 
Analyze Structure of Literary Texts
Pg.50-52
	Unit 3 – Lesson 16: 
Analyze Text Structure 
Pg.58-59

	Unit 3 – Practice 16: 
Analyze Text Structure Pg.70-73

	Online Lessons:
· Structure and Meaning
· Analysis and Application Test-Out Quiz
· Analysis and Application Unit Quiz
· Analyzing the Structure of a Text
· Analyzing a Central Idea
· The Development of a Theme
· The Structure of an Argument
· The Development of a Text Test-Out Quiz
· The Development of a Text Unit Quiz

	





	RE.ABE.5:  Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole.  

	7.RI.5 (High) Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text, including how the major sections contribute to the whole and to the development of the ideas

	Unit 2 – Lesson 3: 
Analyze Structure of Informational Texts
Pg.111-119

	Unit 2 – Strategy 11: 
Analyze Structure of Informational Texts
Pg.53-55
	Unit 2 – Lesson 4: 
Analyze Text Structure
Pg.12-15

	Unit 2 – Practice 4: 
Analyze Text Structure
Pg.18-21

	Online Lessons:
· Same as above
	



	RE.ABE.6: Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
	8.RI.6 (High) Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints.

	Unit 2 – Lesson 4: Determine Point of View and Purpose in Informational Texts
Pg.120-127

	Unit 2 – Strategy 12: Determine Point of View and Purpose in Informational Texts Pg.56-59
	Unit 2 – Lesson 10: 
Determine Author’s Point of View and Purpose
Pg.32-33

	Unit 2 – Practice 10: 
Determine Author’s Point of View and Purpose
Pg.42-45

	Online Lessons:
· Comparing Arguments
· Analyzing Point of View
· Author’s Purpose and Point of View
· Comparing Authors’ Positions
· Author’s Perspective Test-Out Quiz
· Author’s Perspective Unit Quiz

	



	RE.ABE.6: Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.



RE.ABE.8:  Delineate and evaluate the argument a specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.  
	6-8.RH.6 (Low) Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of particular facts).

8.RI.8 (High) Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced.

	Unit 2 – Lesson 5: Determine Point of View and Purpose in Historical Texts
Pg.128-136

	Unit 2 – Strategy 13: Determine Point of View and Purpose in Historical Texts 
Pg.60-62




Unit 3 – Strategy 15: Evaluate Reason and Evidence
Pg.74-77

	Unit 2 – Lesson 11: 
Analyze Arguments and Claims
Pg.34-39




	Unit 2 – Practice 11: 
Analyze Arguments and Claims
Pg.46-49

	Online Lessons:
· Fallacies in an Argument
· Comparing Arguments
· Arguments Test-Out Quiz
· Arguments Unit Quiz
· Evaluating a Claim
· Comparing Similar Topics and Genres
· Comparing Different Genres and Formats
· Comparing Texts Test-Out Quiz
· Comparing Texts Unit Quiz
· Comparing Authors’ Positions
· Author’s Perspective Test-Out Quiz
· Author’s Perspective Unit Quiz

	

	[bookmark: _Hlk107394964]INTEGRATION OF KNOWLEDGE AND IDEAS (15% OF TEST)

	RE.ABE.7: Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
	6.RI.7 (Low) Integrate information presented in different media or formats, such as in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps, as well as in words to develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue.
6-8.RST.7 (Low) Integrate quantitative or technical information expressed in words in a text with a version of that information expressed visually, such as in a flowchart, diagram, model, graph, or table

	Unit 3 – Lesson 1: Interpret Information
Pg.142-155

	Unit 3 – Strategy 14: Interpret Information
Pg.68-73



	Unit 2 – Lesson 9: 
Analyze Technical Texts
Pg.30-31

	Unit 2 – Practice 9: 
Analyze Technical Texts
Pg.38-41

	Online Lessons:
· Seeing the Role of Graphics in a Text
· Analysis and Application Test-Out Quiz
· Analysis and Application Unit Quiz

	

	
	

		
	READING (RE) ANCHOR STANDARDS

	RE.ABE.1: Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. (Apply this standard to texts of appropriate complexity as outlined by Standard 10.)

	RE.ABE. 2: Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. (Apply this standard to texts of appropriate complexity as outlined by Standard 10.)

	RE.ABE.3: Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text. (Apply this standard to texts of appropriate complexity as outlined by Standard 10.)

	RE.ABE.4: Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. (Apply this standard to texts of appropriate complexity as outlined by Standard 10.)

	RE.ABE.5:  Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole.  (Apply this standard to texts of appropriate complexity as outlined by Standard 10.)

	RE.ABE.6: Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. (Apply this standard to texts of appropriate complexity as outlined by Standard 10.)

	RE.ABE.7: Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words. (Apply this standard to texts of appropriate complexity as outlined by Reading Standard 10.)

	RE.ABE.8:  Delineate and evaluate the argument a specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. (Apply this standard to texts of appropriate complexity as outline by Reading Standard 10.)

	RE.ABE.9: Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take. (Apply this standard to texts of appropriate complexity as outlined by Standard 10.)

	RE.ABE.10:  Read and comprehend complex literary and informational text independently and proficiently
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Inferences 4.pdf
Name:

Inferences Worksheet ABE Level D #4

Directions: Read each passage and then respond to the questions. Each question will ask you to make a logical
inference based on textual details. Explain your answer by referencing the text.

Mr. Thomas sat on the front porch of his house in a bathrobe and bunny slippers with his head in his hands.
He was holding the daily newspaper. The sun shined brightly in the sky. His neighbors were coming out of
their houses and getting in their cars. Mr. Thomas sighed. His neighbor Mr. Rosencrantz stepped out on his
porch and saw Mr. Thomas. "Did it again, huh?" said Mr. Rosencrantz. Mr. Thomas replied, "Yep." Mr.
Rosencrantz chuckled and said, "Here, Mr. Thomas, you can use my cell phone. | could even keep a key over
here if you wanted." Tom thankfully grabbed the cell phone and called his wife. *Honey, I did it again." Mr.
Rosencrantz heard Mrs. Thomas yelling at Mr. Thomas in a distorted high-pitched squeal. "Yes, dear. I'm so
sorry. I'll see you soon,” Mr. Thomas returned the phone, sighed deeply, and ran his fingers through his hair.

1. What is the thing that Mr. Thomas "did again"?

How do you know this?

2. Why will Mr. Thomas see Mrs. Thomas soon?

How do you know this?

Mr. Ericson was a manager at a small insurance company in Minnesota. One cold winter day, April
McKenzie, one of his employees, approached him about some time off from work. "This job is very
important to me, Mr. Ericson, but I've been called into jury duty. When my government asks for my help, |
have to answer the call." Mr. Ericson rubbed his forehead. "We really need you here, April, but the
government needs you more. Take the time. We'll be alright.” Mr. Ericson had thought that they needed her
there at the office, but they managed fine without her. When April returned a week later, Mr. Ericson noticed
that most of her skin was bright shade of red except for around her eyes. Pale white circles ran from the top
of her eyebrows to the bottom of her cheeks. These pale circles were surrounded by sunburned flesh. That's
when Mr. Ericson knew. "April, step into my office. There are some things we need to discuss,” Mr. Ericson
said ominously.

3. Where was April?

How do you know this?

4. What does Mr. Ericson want to talk about with April?

How do you know this?

5. Why does April have white circles around her eyes?






How do you know this?

Gloria was driving around the neighborhood in her pajamas. Every block or so she'd stop the car, hold
her head out of the door, whistle, and call out "Candy! Candy! Come here girl!" Then she'd start the car
again and slowly drive another block or two, looking around from left to right. Curtis sat in the
passenger seat. He was looking around too, but he held his head low. "How many times have I told you
to make sure that you shut and lock the door after you come in?" Gloria reprimanded Curtis. Curtis
sighed. He felt bad enough without her finger-wagging.

6. Who is Candy and what are Gloria and Curtis doing?

How do you know this?

7. How did Candy get out?

How do you know this?

8. Why does Curtis feel bad?

How do you know this?

Justin came running down the stairs wearing his Tatakai Ninjas pajamas. He did a karate kick off of the
last step and shouted "Kiya!" He slipped on the floor and almost fell as he landed, which didn't stop him
from continuing to practice his ninja strikes on his way to the bathroom. He brushed his teeth with his
Tatakai Ninjas toothbrush and rinsed his mouth out with water from a Tatakai Ninjas cup. "Moooooom,
Daaaaad! It's time to open my present!" After his parents came downstairs and poured themselves
coffee, Justin began to open his present. His fingers were tense with excitement. Then they were still. It
was six pairs of plain white socks. Justin checked in the box for something else. There was nothing. He
looked at his parents and said, "Oh, socks. Just what | needed. Thank you so much," and then he sighed.

9. Is Justin happy with the socks?

How do you know this?

10. What present would have made Justin happier?

How do you know this?






Inferences Worksheet ABE Level D #4 ANSWER KEY

Directions: Read each passage and then respond to the questions. Each question will ask you to make a logical
inference based on textual details. Explain your answer by referencing the text.

Mr. Thomas sat on the front porch of his house in a bathrobe and bunny slippers with his head in his hands.
He was holding the daily newspaper. The sun shined brightly in the sky. His neighbors were coming out of
their houses and getting in their cars. Mr. Thomas sighed. His neighbor Mr. Rosencrantz stepped out on his
porch and saw Mr. Thomas. "Did it again, huh?" said Mr. Rosencrantz. Mr. Thomas replied, "Yep." Mr.
Rosencrantz chuckled and said, "Here, Mr. Thomas, you can use my cell phone. I could even keep a key over
here if you wanted." Tom thankfully grabbed the cell phone and called his wife. "Honey, I did it again.” Mr.
Rosencrantz heard Mrs. Thomas yelling at Mr. Thomas in a distorted high-pitched squeal. "Yes, dear. I'm so
sorry. I'll see you soon,” Mr. Thomas returned the phone, sighed deeply, and ran his fingers through his hair.

1. What is the thing that Mr. Thomas "did again"? Mr. Thomas locked himself out of his house.

How do you know this? | oy this because he is wearing a bath robe and holding his newspaper and he

can’t seem to go back in the house. Also, his neighbor offers to keep a spare key for him in the
future.

2. Why will Mr. Thomas see Mrs. Thomas soon? Mrs. Thomas is coming home to let him into the
house.

How do youknow this? | 'y now this because Tom is locked out of the house, and she yells at him as though
he has inconvenienced her.

Mr. Ericson was a manager at a small insurance company in Minnesota. One cold winter day, April
McKenzie, one of his employees, approached him about some time off from work. "This job is very
important to me, Mr. Ericson, but I've been called into jury duty. When my government asks for my help, |
have to answer the call." Mr. Ericson rubbed his forehead. "We really need you here, April, but the
government needs you more. Take the time. We'll be alright." Mr. Ericson had thought that they needed her
there at the office, but they managed fine without her. When April returned a week later, Mr. Ericson noticed
that most of her skin was bright shade of red except for around her eyes. Pale white circles ran from the top
of her eyebrows to the bottom of her cheeks. These pale circles were surrounded by sunburned flesh. That's
when Mr. Ericson knew. "April, step into my office. There are some things we need to discuss,” Mr. Ericson
said ominously.

3. Where was April? April was somewhere sunny, not at jury duty.

How do you know this? | | noyy this because she is sunburned, and it is typically not sunny in a courtroom.

4. What does Mr. Ericson want to talk about with April? Mr. Ericson is going to discipline or dismiss
April for lying to him.

How do you know this? | | na\y this because Mr. Ericson sees her sunburned face and calls her into his
office immediately.

5. Why does April have white circles around her eyes? April was wearing sunglasses in the bright
sun.





How do you know this? |\ noyy this because sunglasses are worn over the eyes and block harmful UV rays.

Gloria was driving around the neighborhood in her pajamas. Every block or so she'd stop the car, hold
her head out of the door, whistle, and call out "Candy! Candy! Come here girl!" Then she'd start the car
again and slowly drive another block or two, looking around from left to right. Curtis sat in the
passenger seat. He was looking around too, but he held his head low. "How many times have I told you
to make sure that you shut and lock the door after you come in?" Gloria reprimanded Curtis. Curtis
sighed. He felt bad enough without her finger-wagging.

6. Who is Candy and what are Gloria and Curtis doing? Candy is a dog and Gloria, and Curtis are
looking for her.

How do'youknow this? | | no\y this because they are whistling and calling for her as though she were a dog.

7. How did Candy get out? Candy pushed open the door.

How do youknow this? | | na\y this because Gloria reprimands Curtis for leaving the door unlocked.

8. Why does Curtis feel bad? Curtis knows that it is his fault that Candy ran away.

How do you know this? | 1 noyy this because his mom reprimanded him for leaving the door unlocked and

Curtis knows that he did.

Justin came running down the stairs wearing his Tatakai Ninjas pajamas. He did a karate kick off of the
last step and shouted "Kiya!" He slipped on the floor and almost fell as he landed, which didn't stop him
from continuing to practice his ninja strikes on his way to the bathroom. He brushed his teeth with his
Tatakai Ninjas toothbrush and rinsed his mouth out with water from a Tatakai Ninjas cup. "Moooooom,
Daaaaad! It's time to open my present!" After his parents came downstairs and poured themselves
coffee, Justin began to open his present. His fingers were tense with excitement. Then they were still. It
was six pairs of plain white socks. Justin checked in the box for something else. There was nothing. He
looked at his parents and said, "Oh, socks. Just what | needed. Thank you so much," and then he sighed.

9. Is Justin happy with the socks? Justin is not happy with the socks.

How do you know this? | \ oy this because he is not as excited after he opens them, and he sighs.

10. What present would have made Justin happier? Justin wanted Tatakai Ninjas stuff. He might
even have been happy with Tatakai Ninjas socks.

How do you know this? | | no\y this because he is wearing Tatakai Ninja pajamas, uses a Tatakai Ninja

toothbrush, and drinks from a Tatakai Ninja cup.
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Name:

Inferences Worksheet ABE Level D #5

Directions: Read each passage and then respond to the questions. Each question will ask you to make a logical
inference based on textual details. Explain your answer by referencing the text.

Jenna was shocked when she opened the door to her apartment. There were long rips in the couch, as though
someone had run knives down the front of it. A lamp was shattered on the floor. Some picture frames were
hanging crookedly, some of them had fallen off the wall and the door to her cat's travel cage was open. Not only
that, but the door to the birdcage was swinging back and forth and there were feathers on the floor. She could
have sworn that she had locked her cat in the travel cage before she left for work. At first Jenna thought it might
have been burglars. Oh no, she thought. Someone broke into my apartment, trashed the place, and stole my cat!
Then she heard the cat meowing in her bedroom. She ran to the bedroom and saw the cat patting one of Jenna's
favorite shoes with its claws. "That's it!" Jenna yelled. "I'm done with this." She threw the cat back into its travel
cage and tried to shut the door, but the lock wouldn't catch. Jenna huffed and then grabbed some duct tape.

1. What happened to Jenna's apartment?

How do you know this?

2. Why is there an empty birdcage in Jenna's apartment?

How do you know this?

3. What is Jenna going to do with the cat?

How do you know this?

"I'm home!" Earl shouted as he walked in the door. His wife Gail came bounding down the stairs. She hadn't seen
him since he had left to go on his silly fishing trip two weeks ago. "I missed you, Husband. Did you catch
anything?" Gail reluctantly asked, knowing that Earl was not a very good fisherman. Earl scratched his head and
responded, "You're not going to believe what I'm bringing home." Earl unzipped a cooler and pulled out several
perfectly filleted salmon steaks. "Wow, Earl, | didn't know that you could fillet a fish like that." Earl looked
around the room a little bit and scratched his head, "Uh, yeah, Jeff taught me how." Gail looked at him
suspiciously. "Well, let me help you unpack." As Gail was helping Earl unpack his truck, she found a receipt from
the grocery store. It was dated from that morning. What she saw was both disappointing and unsurprising.

4. What did Gail find on the receipt?

How do you know this?

5. Why was Gail disappointed and unsurprised with what she saw?

How do you know this?






"Gus, | need to see you in my office," said Mr. Matthews. Gus nervously shut the door to Mr. Matthews' office
behind him and took a seat. Mr. Matthews' office was so high up that Gus had to angle his chair awkwardly so
that he couldn't see out of the window. Mr. Matthews pointed his finger at Gus and began talking, "You have been
fitting in great over here, and that's one of the most important things you can do in this company.” Gus let out a
sigh of relief. Mr. Matthews continued speaking. "Gus, | want to invite you on a company trip. We will be taking
a private jet to Colorado." Gus's eyes widened and his heart began thumping rapidly. "Wow, Mr. Matthews! |
don't know what to say," Gus replied honestly. Mr. Matthews continued, "Then we will be climbing up a
mountain to a private cabin." Gus loosened his tie a bit a gulped. He was hoping that it would be over but Mr.
Matthews continued, "After completing some team building activities, we will take a hot air balloon ride over the
mountains!" Gus's heart was now pounding so hard that he was worried that Mr. Matthews might see it thumping
through his shirt. He was sweating excessively. Mr. Matthews slapped him on the shoulder, "So what do you say
Gus?" Gus did not know what to say.

6. Why does the view from Mr. Matthews' office make Gus uncomfortable?

How do you know this?

7. How does Gus really feel about his boss's invitation? Why does he feel this way?

How do you know this?

8. Why is Gus reluctant to tell Mr. Matthews how he truly feels?

How do you know this?

Mike got out of the driver seat of the classic car. He looked at the mailbox and then at the bumper. The mailbox
was smashed and bent. The shiny chrome bumper had a dent about the size of a football around the passenger
side. Mike shook his head and got back in the driver seat. He knew what he had to do. He didn't want to do it, but
he had to. He drove back home and sat in the driveway for a few minutes, holding his head in his hands. Mike's
dad came out of the house carrying a black garbage bag. He smiled and waved at Mike as he passed the driver
side of the car. Then he looked again as he walked past the passenger side of the vehicle. His mouth dropped open
and he let go of the garbage bag.

9. In the text it says, "[Mike] knew what he had to do." What did Mike have to do?

How do you know this?

10. What is Mike going to tell his father and how will his father react?

How do you know this?






Inferences Worksheet ABE Level D #5 Answer Key

Directions: Read each passage and then respond to the questions. Each question will ask you to make a logical
inference based on textual details. Explain your answer by referencing the text.

Jenna was shocked when she opened the door to her apartment. There were long rips in the couch, as though
someone had run knives down the front of it. A lamp was shattered on the floor. Some picture frames were
hanging crookedly, some of them had fallen off the wall and the door to her cat's travel cage was open. Not only
that, but the door to the birdcage was swinging back and forth and there were feathers on the floor. She could
have sworn that she had locked her cat in the travel cage before she left for work. At first Jenna thought it might
have been burglars. Oh no, she thought. Someone broke into my apartment, trashed the place, and stole my cat!
Then she heard the cat meowing in her bedroom. She ran to the bedroom and saw the cat patting one of Jenna's
favorite shoes with its claws. "That's it!" Jenna yelled. "I'm done with this." She threw the cat back into its travel
cage and tried to shut the door, but the lock wouldn't catch. Jenna huffed and then grabbed some duct tape.

1. What happened to Jenna's apartment? Jenna’s cat tore her apartment to shreds.

How do you know this? | | noyy this because the cat is clawing one of Jenna’s shoes, indicating that it has
clawed other things in the apartment too.

2. Why is there an empty birdcage in Jenna's apartment? Jenna’s cat ate the bird.

How doyouknow this? | | no\y this because the door to the cage is swinging open and there are feathers on
the floor.

3. What is Jenna going to do with the cat? Jenna is going to get rid of the cat.

How do youknow this? | | ng\y this because she says that she has “had it,” and she is packing the cat up
into the travel box as though she is going to take it somewhere.

"I'm home!" Earl shouted as he walked in the door. His wife Gail came bounding down the stairs. She hadn't seen
him since he had left to go on his silly fishing trip two weeks ago. "I missed you, Husband. Did you catch
anything?" Gail reluctantly asked, knowing that Earl was not a very good fisherman. Earl scratched his head and
responded, "You're not going to believe what I'm bringing home." Earl unzipped a cooler and pulled out several
perfectly filleted salmon steaks. "Wow, Earl, I didn't know that you could fillet a fish like that." Earl looked
around the room a little bit and scratched his head, "Uh, yeah, Jeff taught me how." Gail looked at him
suspiciously. "Well, let me help you unpack." As Gail was helping Earl unpack his truck, she found a receipt from
the grocery store. It was dated from that morning. What she saw was both disappointing and unsurprising.

4. What did Gail find on the receipt? Gail finds that Earl has purchased fish fillets from the grocery
store.

How do you know this? | \nayy this because Earl has produced perfectly filleted fish steaks when he has
never filleted a fish previously.

5. Why was Gail disappointed and unsurprised with what she saw? Gail is disappointed because Earl
lied. She is not surprised because he is not a good fisherman.

How do you know this? | \ o\ this because Earl pretends that he caught the fish, and he is not a very good
fisherman.






"Gus, | need to see you in my office," said Mr. Matthews. Gus nervously shut the door to Mr. Matthews' office
behind him and took a seat. Mr. Matthews' office was so high up that Gus had to angle his chair awkwardly so
that he couldn't see out of the window. Mr. Matthews pointed his finger at Gus and began talking, "You have been
fitting in great over here, and that's one of the most important things you can do in this company.” Gus let out a
sigh of relief. Mr. Matthews continued speaking. "Gus, | want to invite you on a company trip. We will be taking
a private jet to Colorado." Gus's eyes widened and his heart began thumping rapidly. "Wow, Mr. Matthews! |
don't know what to say," Gus replied honestly. Mr. Matthews continued, "Then we will be climbing up a
mountain to a private cabin." Gus loosened his tie a bit a gulped. He was hoping that it would be over but Mr.
Matthews continued, "After completing some team building activities, we will take a hot air balloon ride over the
mountains!" Gus's heart was now pounding so hard that he was worried that Mr. Matthews might see it thumping
through his shirt. He was sweating excessively. Mr. Matthews slapped him on the shoulder, "So what do you say
Gus?" Gus did not know what to say.

6. Why does the view from Mr. Matthews' office make Gus uncomfortable? Gus is afraid of heights.

How do youknow this? | | no\y this because he angles his chair awkwardly to avoid looking out the window.

7. How does Gus really feel about his boss's invitation? Why does he feel this way? Gus doesn’t want
to go at all because of his fear.

How do youknow this? | | no\y this because each leg of the trip that Mr. Matthews reveals causes Gus to

react more painfully.

8. Why is Gus reluctant to tell Mr. Matthews how he truly feels? Gus doesn’t want to tell Mr.
Matthews how he really feels because he doesn’t want to disappoint him, and he wants to fit
in.

How do you know this? | | no\y this because Mr. Matthews mentions how important it is to fit in at his

company.

Mike got out of the driver seat of the classic car. He looked at the mailbox and then at the bumper. The mailbox
was smashed and bent. The shiny chrome bumper had a dent about the size of a football around the passenger
side. Mike shook his head and got back in the driver seat. He knew what he had to do. He didn't want to do it, but
he had to. He drove back home and sat in the driveway for a few minutes, holding his head in his hands. Mike's
dad came out of the house carrying a black garbage bag. He smiled and waved at Mike as he passed the driver
side of the car. Then he looked again as he walked past the passenger side of the vehicle. His mouth dropped open
and he let go of the garbage bag.

9. In the text it says, "[Mike] knew what he had to do."” What did Mike have to do? Mike had to go tell
his dad that he ruined his car.

How do you know this? | \ oy this because there is evidence that Mike recently crashed into a mailbox and
going home seems to be stressing him considerably.

10. What is Mike going to tell his father and how will his father react? Mike is going to tell his father
that he crashed the car. His father is going to be very angry.

How do you know this? | | no\y this because his father drops the trash bag when he notices the dent.
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Mark Twain’s first novel The Gilded Age 1s not as famous as many of his other works, but it still tells a humorous and
enlightening story of a time in American history full of wealth, excess, and greed. The novel, published in 1873, 1s the
story of a poor Tennessee family trying to get rich by selling their land. Laura, the beautiful adopted daughter of the
family, goes to Washington, D.C. to lobby Congtess to buy the land. In the passage below a senator has introduced her to
Washington society and its customs.

when a lady of any prominence comes to one of our cities and takes up her residence, all the ladies of her grade favor

her in turn with an initial call, giving their cards to the servant at the door by way of mntroduction. They come singly,
sometimes; sometimes in couples; and always in elaborate full dress. They talk two minutes and a quarter and then go. If the
lady recetving the call desires a further acquaintance, she must return the visit within two weeks; to neglect it beyond that time
means “let the matter drop.” But if she does return the visit within two weeks, it then becomes the other party’s privilege to
continue the acquaintance or drop it. She signifies her willingness to continue it by calling again any time within twelve-months;
after that, if the parties go on calling upon each other once a year, in our large cities, that is sufficient, and the acquaintanceship
holds good. The thing goes along smoothly, now. The annual visits are made and returned with peaceful regularity and bland
satisfaction, although it is not necessary that the two ladies shall actually see each other oftener than once every few years.
Their cards preserve the intimacy and keep the acquaintanceship intact.

There were certain important “society” customs which one in Laura’s position needed to understand. For instance,

For instance, Mrs. A. pays her annual visit, sits in her carriage and sends in her card with the lower right hand corner
turned down, which signifies that she has “called in person;” Mrs. B: sends down word that she 1s “engaged” or “wishes to be
excused”—or if she is a Parvenu and low-bred, she perhaps sends word that she is “not at home.” Very good; Mrs. A. drives
on happy and content. If Mrs. A’s daughter marries, or a child is born to the family, Mrs. B. calls, sends in her card with the
upper left hand corner turned down, and then goes along about her affairs—for that inverted corner means “Congratulations.”
If Mrs. B’s husband falls downstairs and breaks his neck, Mrs. A. calls, leaves her card with the upper right hand corner turned
down, and then takes her departure; this corner means “Condolence.” It 1s very necessary to get the corners right, else one
may unintentionally condole with a friend on a wedding or congratulate her upon a funeral. If either lady is about to leave the
city, she goes to the other’s house and leaves her card with “P. P. C.” engraved under the name—which signifies, “Pay Parting
Call” But enough of etiquette. Laura was eatly instructed in the mysteries of society life by a competent mentor, and thus was
preserved from troublesome mistakes.

hostions:
1. How long do the visiting ladies talk on their first visit?

2. After the first round of calls, how often must a lady call to maintain the acquaintanceship?
3.What 1s the significance of a card with the upper right corner turned down?

4. What does P. P. C. mean?

5. The traditions Twain talks about in the passage no longer exist. Can people today maintain friendships and
acquaintanceships without ever having a face-to-face conversation? If so, how? If not, why not?





Name: Key

Mark Twain’s first novel The Gilded Age 1s not as famous as many of his other works, but it still tells a humorous and
enlightening story of a time in American history full of wealth, excess, and greed. The novel, published in 1873, 1s the
story of a poor Tennessee family trying to get rich by selling their land. Laura, the beautiful adopted daughter of the
family, goes to Washington, D.C. to lobby Congtess to buy the land. In the passage below a senator has introduced her to
Washington society and its customs.

when a lady of any prominence comes to one of our cities and takes up her residence, all the ladies of her grade favor

her in turn with an initial call, giving their cards to the servant at the door by way of mntroduction. They come singly,
sometimes; sometimes in couples; and always in elaborate full dress. They talk two minutes and a quarter and then go. If the
lady recetving the call desires a further acquaintance, she must return the visit within two weeks; to neglect it beyond that time
means “let the matter drop.” But if she does return the visit within two weeks, it then becomes the other party’s privilege to
continue the acquaintance or drop it. She signifies her willingness to continue it by calling again any time within twelve-months;
after that, if the parties go on calling upon each other once a year, in our large cities, that is sufficient, and the acquaintanceship
holds good. The thing goes along smoothly, now. The annual visits are made and returned with peaceful regularity and bland
satisfaction, although it is not necessary that the two ladies shall actually see each other oftener than once every few years.
Their cards preserve the intimacy and keep the acquaintanceship intact.

There were certain important “society” customs which one in Laura’s position needed to understand. For instance,

For instance, Mrs. A. pays her annual visit, sits in her carriage and sends in her card with the lower right hand corner
turned down, which signifies that she has “called in person;” Mrs. B: sends down word that she 1s “engaged” or “wishes to be
excused”—or if she is a Parvenu and low-bred, she perhaps sends word that she is “not at home.” Very good; Mrs. A. drives
on happy and content. If Mrs. A’s daughter marries, or a child is born to the family, Mrs. B. calls, sends in her card with the
upper left hand corner turned down, and then goes along about her affairs—for that inverted corner means “Congratulations.”
If Mrs. B’s husband falls downstairs and breaks his neck, Mrs. A. calls, leaves her card with the upper right hand corner turned
down, and then takes her departure; this corner means “Condolence.” It 1s very necessary to get the corners right, else one
may unintentionally condole with a friend on a wedding or congratulate her upon a funeral. If either lady is about to leave the
city, she goes to the other’s house and leaves her card with “P. P. C.” engraved under the name—which signifies, “Pay Parting
Call” But enough of etiquette. Laura was early instructed in the mysteries of society life by a competent mentor, and thus was
preserved from troublesome mistakes.

QM%M Student’s answers will vary; examples of correct answers:

1. How long do the visiting ladies talk on their first visit?

Two minutes and a quarter
2. After the first round of calls, how often must a lady call to maintain the acquaintanceship?

Once a year
3.What 1s the significance of a card with the upper right corner turned down?
Condolence
4. What does P. P. C. mean?
Pay Parting Call
5. The traditions Twain talks about in the passage no longer exist. Can people today maintain friendships and
acquaintanceships without ever having a face-to-face conversationr If so, how? If not, why not?
Student’s choice
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Theme ABE Level D Worksheet 7

Directions: Determine what the theme is for each story and explain your answer. Remember, a theme is
a lesson or message in the story. Write in complete sentences.

1. When Curtis transferred to our high school from some fancy private school, I was assigned the job of
showing him around our building. First, | showed him our trophy case. Our school has done put together
some quality teams and programs over the years, so our trophy case was pretty full. Curtis was not
impressed. He claimed that the trophy case was at least twice as big as ours and much more crowded.
Next I showed him our swimming pool. Not every high school has a swimming pool, so we were proud
of ours, but Curtis couldn't care less. "The swimming pool at my old school is bigger and more modern.
This one looks kind of dirty," he said with disdain. I continued to guide Curtis around the school,
showing him our cafeteria, gymnasium, and even our garden, but Curtis seemed disappointed with
everything that he saw. He'd quickly compare it to his old school, which in his words was superior to
ours in every way. The last thing I showed Curtis was the front door. | told him that he would like this
one best because he could walk through it and go back to his old school.

What is the theme of the story?

What happens in the story that leads you to believe this?

2. Alan had very few responsibilities, but one of them was to clean his room. It did not take long, but Alan
still didn't like doing it. One day Alan thought of a way to save some time. Rather than putting everything
neatly back in its place, he decided to just throw all the stuff on the floor into his closet. His mom would
think that he had cleaned his room, and it would only take a fraction of the time. Alan was pleased with
himself for thinking of this brilliant idea. He figured that this would save a lot of time and energy. The next
time his room got messy, he piled everything up in the closet and the pile grew. It grew and grew. Then
Alan's friend Steve called. "Alan, everyone is playing baseball at the park. Do you want to play too?" Alan
loved baseball. "That sounds great, Steve. I'll be right there.” Alan went to grab his baseball mitt when he
realized that it wasn't in its usual place. Alan thought to himself, I guess it's in the closet. When he opened up
the closet door, he was faced with a huge, unnavigable mess, some of which poured out as he opened the
door. Alan began digging through the pile in a frantic attempt to find his mitt. He dug and dug, and as he dug
his room got messier and messier. Soon his room was the messiest that it had ever been, and he still hadn't
found his mitt. Alan sighed in despair. By the time he found his mitt, the boys had long concluded their game
and Alan had hours of cleaning ahead of him before he'd be allowed to leave.

What is the theme of the story?

What happens in the story that leads you to believe this?

3. Dan and Doug led the journalism club. While Dan was generally regarded as a better writer than
Doug, Doug was invaluable to the publication for his investigative skills. Together, they had uncovered
a scandal in the cafeteria that had been dubbed "Horsemeat-Gate.” Due to Dan and Doug's compelling
story, interest in the high school paper grew. Dan was even interviewed by the local paper. During the
interview Dan spoke at length about all he had done to write the story. He failed to mention Doug's
involvement. Doug felt slighted and confronted Dan, but Dan asserted that he was the main writer of the





story and therefore deserved the credit. Shortly after the blowout, Doug left the journalism club. The
people of the town were interested in the high school paper, but without Doug's knack for finding good
stories, the quality of the paper diminished and so did interest in the paper. Now that his popularity surge
had ended, Dan had more time to think. He reasoned that they'd still be on top of the world if Doug
hadn't been so stubborn and selfish.

What is the theme of the story?

What happens in the story that leads you to believe this?

4. Lucas swung his fist as hard as he could and hit William between the shoulder blades. William
cringed and moaned. He was a grade younger than Lucas and forty pounds lighter. "That's what you get
for sitting on my swing, crybaby," Lucas said with anger in his eyes and hatred in his heart. "If you tell
on me, I'll hit you twice as hard!" Lucas shouted at William as he ran off crying. Lucas enjoyed bullying
William. It was easy to do and it made Lucas feel strong and good about himself. As he was regaling in
his easy victory over the fragile William, Lucas felt a sharp sting in between his shoulder blades as he
was knocked from the swing. "Ugh!" He shouted as he sprawled across the soft rubber playground tiles.
Lucas looked up to see Craig. Craig was a grade older than Lucas and at least forty pounds heavier.
"That's what you get for bullying little kids, coward,” Craig said with anger in his eyes and justice in his
heart. "If | see you put your hands on another little kid out here, or anywhere else, I'm going to hit you
twice as hard!" Craig shouted at Lucas as he ran off crying.

What is the theme of the story?

What happens in the story that leads you to believe this?

5. "I like him so much, but I get the feeling that he doesn't like me anymore,” Maria confided in her
friend Cassandra. "Well, just break up with him," Cassandra replied. "Yeah, but it's not that easy..."
Maria tried to explain. "Of course it is," Cassandra countered, and then she left to talk to Kirsty, leaving
Maria puzzled. "What's up, Kirsty?" Cassandra asked. "I'm a little bummed out, Cassandra," Kirsty said.
"If I don't pass math class, I'm not going to graduate.” Cassandra smiled, "Oh, well that's easy." She
continued, "Just do all of your homework and ace all of the tests and you'll pass," Cassandra answered
smugly. Kirsty frowned, "Yeah, but you don't understand, Cassandra. I'm not good at math. It's very
hard for me." Cassandra laughed, "Nonsense, Kirsty. Just do it." Kirsty replied, "Uh, yeah, thanks..."
and Cassandra went on to talk to Jenny, who was crying. "What's wrong, Jenny?" Jenny wiped her tears
away, "My dog died last night. I'm really sad about it." Jenny put her arm around her. "There, there,
Jenny. It's ok. Just get over it," Cassandra said insensitively. Jenny gave Cassandra a cross look as she
walked away. Cassandra felt really good about helping so many people with their problems today.

What is the theme of the story?

What happens in the story that leads you to believe this?






Theme ABE Level D Worksheet 7 Answer Key (Suggested Answers)

Directions: Determine what the theme is for each story and explain your answer. Remember, a theme is
a lesson or message in the story. Write in complete sentences.

1. When Curtis transferred to our high school from some fancy private school, I was assigned the job of
showing him around our building. First, | showed him our trophy case. Our school has done put together
some quality teams and programs over the years, so our trophy case was pretty full. Curtis was not
impressed. He claimed that the trophy case was at least twice as big as ours and much more crowded.
Next | showed him our swimming pool. Not every high school has a swimming pool, so we were proud
of ours, but Curtis couldn't care less. "The swimming pool at my old school is bigger and more modern.
This one looks kind of dirty," he said with disdain. I continued to guide Curtis around the school,
showing him our cafeteria, gymnasium, and even our garden, but Curtis seemed disappointed with
everything that he saw. He'd quickly compare it to his old school, which in his words was superior to
ours in every way. The last thing | showed Curtis was the front door. I told him that he would like this
one best because he could walk through it and go back to his old school.

What is the theme of the story? Do not criticize things that are dear to others, particularly if they are not
seeking your criticism; you live where you reside, not where you want to reside.

What happens in the story that leads you to believe this? The speaker is very proud of the school, but
Curtis criticizes or undermines everything that the speaker prides. This causes the speaker to dislike
Curtis. Curtis needs to understand that he is going to a new high school not his old one. He needs to
accept and appreciate this new environment, or he will have a much harder time getting through the day.

2. Alan had very few responsibilities, but one of them was to clean his room. It did not take long, but Alan
still didn't like doing it. One day Alan thought of a way to save some time. Rather than putting everything
neatly back in its place, he decided to just throw all the stuff on the floor into his closet. His mom would
think that he had cleaned his room, and it would only take a fraction of the time. Alan was pleased with
himself for thinking of this brilliant idea. He figured that this would save a lot of time and energy. The next
time his room got messy, he piled everything up in the closet and the pile grew. It grew and grew. Then
Alan's friend Steve called. "Alan, everyone is playing baseball at the park. Do you want to play too?" Alan
loved baseball. "That sounds great, Steve. I'll be right there." Alan went to grab his baseball mitt when he
realized that it wasn't in its usual place. Alan thought to himself, I guess it's in the closet. When he opened up
the closet door, he was faced with a huge, unnavigable mess, some of which poured out as he opened the
door. Alan began digging through the pile in a frantic attempt to find his mitt. He dug and dug, and as he dug
his room got messier and messier. Soon his room was the messiest that it had ever been, and he still hadn't
found his mitt. Alan sighed in despair. By the time he found his mitt, the boys had long concluded their game
and Alan had hours of cleaning ahead of him before he'd be allowed to leave.

What is the theme of the story? A thing worth doing is worth doing correctly; cutting corners comes at a
cost; better to do things once the right way than many times the wrong way.

What happens in the story that leads you to believe this? Alan thinks that he is saving a lot of time by
throwing all of his things in the closet, but the truth of the matter is that he is wasting time because now
he will have to clean everything twice. Had he just cleaned his room properly the first time, he would
have been able to play baseball with his friends instead of having to clean all night.

3. Dan and Doug led the journalism club. While Dan was generally regarded as a better writer than
Doug, Doug was invaluable to the publication for his investigative skills. Together, they had uncovered
a scandal in the cafeteria that had been dubbed "Horsemeat-Gate.” Due to Dan and Doug's compelling
story, interest in the high school paper grew. Dan was even interviewed by the local paper. During the
interview Dan spoke at length about all he had done to write the story. He failed to mention Doug's





involvement. Doug felt slighted and confronted Dan, but Dan asserted that he was the main writer of the
story and therefore deserved the credit. Shortly after the blowout, Doug left the journalism club. The
people of the town were interested in the high school paper, but without Doug's knack for finding good
stories, the quality of the paper diminished and so did interest in the paper. Now that his popularity surge
had ended, Dan had more time to think. He reasoned that they'd still be on top of the world if Doug
hadn't been so stubborn and selfish.

What is the theme of the story? Give credit where credit is due; a good relationship has to have some
give and take.

What happens in the story that leads you to believe this? Dan fails to credit Doug for his crucial
involvement in the story, which leads to the deterioration of the paper. Had Dan given Doug credit for
his contributions, they’d both still have a productive relationship that benefitted them both.

4. Lucas swung his fist as hard as he could and hit William between the shoulder blades. William
cringed and moaned. He was a grade younger than Lucas and forty pounds lighter. "That's what you get
for sitting on my swing, crybaby," Lucas said with anger in his eyes and hatred in his heart. "If you tell
on me, I'll hit you twice as hard!" Lucas shouted at William as he ran off crying. Lucas enjoyed bullying
William. It was easy to do and it made Lucas feel strong and good about himself. As he was regaling in
his easy victory over the fragile William, Lucas felt a sharp sting in between his shoulder blades as he
was knocked from the swing. "Ugh!" He shouted as he sprawled across the soft rubber playground tiles.
Lucas looked up to see Craig. Craig was a grade older than Lucas and at least forty pounds heavier.
"That's what you get for bullying little kids, coward," Craig said with anger in his eyes and justice in his
heart. "If | see you put your hands on another little kid out here, or anywhere else, I'm going to hit you
twice as hard!" Craig shouted at Lucas as he ran off crying.

What is the theme of the story? Treat others as you wish to be treated; what goes around, comes around.

What happens in the story that leads you to believe this? Lucas enjoys picking on people who are
smaller and weaker than him. When he is under attack by someone who is bigger and stronger, he learns
that it is not much fun. If Lucas would have treated William how Lucas wanted to be treated, Craig
would not have attacked him and everyone would be happier. Violence begets violence.

5. "I like him so much, but I get the feeling that he doesn't like me anymore," Maria confided in her
friend Cassandra. "Well, just break up with him," Cassandra replied. "Yeah, but it's not that easy..."
Maria tried to explain. "Of course it is," Cassandra countered, and then she left to talk to Kirsty, leaving
Maria puzzled. "What's up, Kirsty?" Cassandra asked. "I'm a little bummed out, Cassandra,” Kirsty said.
"If I don't pass math class, I'm not going to graduate.” Cassandra smiled, "Oh, well that's easy." She
continued, "Just do all of your homework and ace all of the tests and you'll pass," Cassandra answered
smugly. Kirsty frowned, "Yeah, but you don't understand, Cassandra. I'm not good at math. It's very
hard for me." Cassandra laughed, "Nonsense, Kirsty. Just do it." Kirsty replied, "Uh, yeah, thanks..."
and Cassandra went on to talk to Jenny, who was crying. "What's wrong, Jenny?" Jenny wiped her tears
away, "My dog died last night. I'm really sad about it." Jenny put her arm around her. "There, there,
Jenny. It's ok. Just get over it," Cassandra said insensitively. Jenny gave Cassandra a cross look as she
walked away. Cassandra felt really good about helping so many people with their problems today.

What is the theme of the story? Some things are easier said than done.

What happens in the story that leads you to believe this? Cassandra has a solution for everyone’s
problem; unfortunately, her solutions are very simplistic and ignore her friends’ emotions. The solutions
to these problems are not as easy as Cassandra imagines.
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Identifying Theme ABE Level D #2

Directions: read each short story and determine the theme or message in the story. Remember
that a good answer will focus on big world lessons, not small world details of the story.

Even though they were sisters, Suzie and June were nothing alike. If Suzie wanted to jump rope,
June wanted to play hopscotch. If June wanted to watch soap operas, Suzie wanted to watch talk
shows. Tensions rose to the point that the girls could no longer stand one another’s company. It
seemed that they had nothing in common, until the day that progress reports went home. On the
bus the girls were startled by how upset the other looked. They realized that they were both
failing a subject. Suzie was failing math and June was failing reading. Since both girls wanted to
pass their classes, they agreed to help one another. So after school for the next few weeks, Suzie
tutored June in reading and then June tutored Suzie in math. By the time report cards were
distributed, Suzie and June were passing all their classes. The girls were delighted, but their
mother was happiest of all. Not just because her daughters had passed their classes, but because
they learned to be good sisters.

1. What is the theme of this story?

2. What happens in the story that leads you to believe this?

All Victor ever wanted to do with his life was be a singer. He didn't pay attention in school, and
he spent all his time at home listening to music and impersonating his idols. His mother tried to
teach him the value of getting an education and having a backup plan. But Victor would respond
the same way every time, "Mom, | won't need to know any of that boring old stuff when I'm
famous. You'll see." There was one major problem with Victor's plan: he wasn't any good at
singing. Victor enjoyed singing so much that he didn't notice the pained look on the faces of
those who endured his singing. Some lied to him and said they liked his singing. Other people
told him to find something else to do with his life. Victor accused those people of being "jealous
haters" and ignored their advice. Soon Victor dropped out of high school to focus on his music
career. The years passed and the doors never opened.

3. What is the theme of this story?

4. What happens in the story that leads you to believe this?






Kyle liked Lucy more than any other girl in the school, but he had an odd way of showing it.
When she walked ahead of him in line, he kicked at her shoe. When she passed him on the
school yard, he called her "Lucy the Loser."” He even wrote a mean word on her homework
during the bus ride to school. But what puzzled Lucy the most was receiving an invitation to
Kyle's birthday party. Figuring that he was just planning a mean trick on her, Lucy decided not to
go. As Kyle eagerly awaited Lucy's arrival, Lucy talked on the phone to Jacob. When Kyle
finally realized that Lucy was not coming to his party, he was devastated.

5. What is the theme of this story?

6. What happens in the story that leads you to believe this?

The little grey mouse that lived in my wall prospered for many days on nibbles of my lunch. I'd
pack a meal before bed and, while I slept, he would take small bites of my lunch, which I left on
the counter. He'd take a cracker crumble here, and a bread crumb there, but he wouldn't take too
much and he'd always clean up after himself. Things were going quite well for him and I didn't
even know that he existed, until he got sloppy. One night while I slept, he ate all my chips and
left a big mess. When | awoke to this sight, | knew what had happened to my chips. The next
night he returned for another snack. He found a nice, delicious piece of cheese... lightly balanced
on a mousetrap. Now | don't have to share my chips anymore.

7. What is the theme of this story?

8. What happens in the story that leads you to believe this?

Ulysses spent all his free time reading books and felt that he was very intelligent. One day a nice
student from his class asked him if he wanted to go sledding. Ulysses responded, "I've read about
sledding in books, and it sounds miserable. No, thank you." On another day, a different friendly
student asked Ulysses if he wanted to go out for hotdogs. Ulysses responded, "I've read that
hotdogs are filled with rat parts and pig bellies. No, thank you." Nobody asked Ulysses to hang
out again, but he did read about friends in his books.

9. What is the theme of this story?

10. What happens in the story that leads you to believe this?






Theme ABE Level D#2 Answer Key (Suggested Responses)

Directions: read each short story and determine the theme or message in the story. Remember
that a good answer will focus on big world lessons, not small world details of the story.

Even though they were sisters, Suzie and June were nothing alike. If Suzie wanted to jump rope,
June wanted to play hopscotch. If June wanted to watch soap operas, Suzie wanted to watch talk
shows. Tensions rose to the point that the girls could no longer stand one another’s company. It
seemed that they had nothing in common, until the day that progress reports went home. On the
bus the girls were startled by how upset the other looked. They realized that they were both
failing a subject. Suzie was failing math and June was failing reading. Since both girls wanted to
pass their classes, they agreed to help one another. So after school for the next few weeks, Suzie
tutored June in reading and then June tutored Suzie in math. By the time report cards were
distributed, Suzie and June were passing all their classes. The girls were delighted, but their
mother was happiest of all. Not just because her daughters had passed their classes, but because
they learned to be good sisters.

1. What is the theme of this story? It’s Better to work together, everyone can learn
something from someone else; two heads are better than one.

2. What happens in the story that leads you to believe this? June and Suzie help one another
out by learning to work together.

All Victor ever wanted to do with his life was be a singer. He didn't pay attention in school, and
he spent all his time at home listening to music and impersonating his idols. His mother tried to
teach him the value of getting an education and having a backup plan. But Victor would respond
the same way every time, "Mom, | won't need to know any of that boring old stuff when I'm
famous. You'll see." There was one major problem with Victor's plan: he wasn't any good at
singing. Victor enjoyed singing so much that he didn't notice the pained look on the faces of
those who endured his singing. Some lied to him and said they liked his singing. Other people
told him to find something else to do with his life. Victor accused those people of being "jealous
haters" and ignored their advice. Soon Victor dropped out of high school to focus on his music
career. The years passed and the doors never opened.

3. What is the theme of this story? Have a backup plan; don’t put all of your eggs in one
basket; sometimes you should listen to other’s advice.

4. What happens in the story that leads you to believe this? Victor puts all his energy into
becoming a singer, even though he is a terrible singer.





Kyle liked Lucy more than any other girl in the school, but he had an odd way of showing it.
When she walked ahead of him in line, he kicked at her shoe. When she passed him on the
school yard, he called her "Lucy the Loser."” He even wrote a mean word on her homework
during the bus ride to school. But what puzzled Lucy the most was receiving an invitation to
Kyle's birthday party. Figuring that he was just planning a mean trick on her, Lucy decided not to
go. As Kyle eagerly awaited Lucy's arrival, Lucy talked on the phone to Jacob. When Kyle
finally realized that Lucy was not coming to his party, he was devastated.

5. What is the theme of this story? Share your true feelings; if you like someone then tell
them; every action has a reaction.

6. What happens in the story that leads you to believe this? Kyle likes Lucy but picks on her
instead of expressing himself.

The little grey mouse that lived in my wall prospered for many days on nibbles of my lunch. I'd
pack a meal before bed and, while I slept, he would take small bites of my lunch, which I left on
the counter. He'd take a cracker crumble here, and a bread crumb there, but he wouldn't take too
much and he'd always clean up after himself. Things were going quite well for him and I didn't
even know that he existed, until he got sloppy. One night while I slept, he ate all my chips and
left a big mess. When | awoke to this sight, | knew what had happened to my chips. The next
night he returned for another snack. He found a nice, delicious piece of cheese... lightly balanced
on a mousetrap. Now | don't have to share my chips anymore.

7. What is the theme of this story? You can sheer a sheep many times, but you can only skin
it once; don’t be greedy; don’t’ be sloppy; clean up after yourself.

8. What happens in the story that leads you to believe this? The mouse lives a happy life in the
shadows, until he gets too bold.

Ulysses spent all his free time reading books and felt that he was very intelligent. One day a nice
student from his class asked him if he wanted to go sledding. Ulysses responded, "I've read about
sledding in books, and it sounds miserable. No, thank you." On another day, a different friendly
student asked Ulysses if he wanted to go out for hotdogs. Ulysses responded, "I've read that
hotdogs are filled with rat parts and pig bellies. No, thank you." Nobody asked Ulysses to hang
out again, but he did read about friends in his books.

9. What is the theme of this story? Learning from books is no substitute for real life
experience.

10. What happens in the story that leads you to believe this? Ulysses acts snobby at the
expense of a social life.
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Main Idea ABE Level D

Directions: Read each passage and ask yourself, "What is the author doing in this paragraph?"
Write your answer in the summary box and then think of an appropriate title for the passage
based on the main idea of the passage.

1. A penny for your thoughts? Ifit’s a 1943 copper penny, it could be worth as much as fifty
thousand dollars. In 1943, most pennies were made out of steel since copper was needed for
World War 11, so the 1943 copper penny is ultra-rare. Another rarity is the 1955 double die
penny. These pennies were mistakenly double stamped, so they have overlapping dates and
letters. If it’s uncirculated, it’d easily fetch $25,000 at an auction. Now that’s a pretty penny.

Summarize this paragraph in one sentence. Be specific and clearly explain the main idea.

An appropriate title:

2. Before you put on that skeleton costume and rove door-to-door pandering for candy, take a
minute to reflect on this tradition. Halloween is believed to have come from an ancient Celtic
festival dating back some 2,000 years. November 1st was the Celtic New Year and marked the
end of summer to the Celts. They celebrated on its eve by wearing costumes made of animal
skins and dancing around bon fires. Over the next two millennia, this primitive celebration grew
to be the candy fueled costume ball that we know today.

Summarize this paragraph in one sentence. Be specific and clearly explain the main idea.

An appropriate title:

3. When one hears the term "reality" applied to a show, one might expect that the events
portrayed occurred naturally or, at the least, were not scripted. This is not always the case. Many
reality shows occur in unreal environments, like rented mansions occupied by film crews. Such
living environments do not reflect what most people understand to be "reality.” Worse, there
have been accusations that events not captured on film were later restaged by producers. Worse
still, some involved in the production of "reality"” television claim that the participants were
urged to act out story lines premeditated by producers. With such accusations floating around,
it's no wonder many people take reality TV to be about as real as the sitcom.

Summarize this paragraph in one sentence. Be specific and clearly explain the main idea.

An appropriate title:






4. It is estimated that over twenty million pounds of candy corn are sold in the US each year. Brach’s, the
top manufacturer, sells enough candy corn to circle the earth 4.25 times if each piece were laid end to end.
That’s a lot of candy corn, but that’s nothing compared to the production of Tootsie Rolls. Over 64
million Tootsie Rolls are produced every day! But even Tootsie Rolls have got nothing on the candy
industry’s staple product: chocolate. Confectioners manufacture over twenty billion pounds of chocolate
in the United States each year. Now that’s a mouthful!

Summarize this paragraph in one sentence. Be specific and clearly explain the main idea.

An appropriate title:

5. Screech! When a driver pushes on the brake pedal, it initiates a process that causes the vehicle to stop
in motion. We literally trust braking systems with our lives every time we get into a vehicle or cross at a
busy intersection. How does this life-critical process work? It begins when the pedal is pushed. At this
moment brake fluid is released into the braking mechanisms. As the fluid collects, this creates a leverage,
which causes a friction to be applied. This friction will create a force that will cause the wheels to stop
and allow you to reach your destination safely. Beep! Beep!

Summarize this paragraph in one sentence. Be specific and clearly explain the main idea.

An appropriate title:

6. There are many types of lethal venom in the animal kingdom, but perhaps no stranger carrier than the
platypus. The platypus is one of few venomous mammals. Male platypus carry a venom cocktail in their
ankle spurs. This venom incapacitates victims with excruciating pain. Stranger still, the platypus is the
only mammal that uses electroreception. That means that the platypus uses its bill to sense the electricity
produced by the muscular movements of its prey. Electroreception is a sixth sense different from seeing,
hearing, smelling, tasting, or feeling. Perhaps most odd, the platypus is the only mammal that lays eggs
rather than giving birth to live young. What an odd creature indeed.

Summarize this paragraph in one sentence. Be specific and clearly explain the main idea.

An appropriate title:

7. Yellowstone National Park is mainly located in Wyoming, although three percent is located in the state
of Montana. The Continental Divide of North America runs diagonally through the southwestern part of
the park. The park sits on the Yellowstone Plateau, which is an average elevation of 8,000 feet above sea
level. This plateau is bounded on nearly all sides by mountain ranges. There are 290 waterfalls that are at
least fifteen feet in the park, the highest being the Lower Falls of the Yellowstone River, which falls 308
feet.

Summarize this paragraph in one sentence. Be specific and clearly explain the main idea.

An appropriate title:






Main Idea ABE Level D Answer Key (Suggested Responses)

Directions: Read each passage and ask yourself, "What is the author doing in this paragraph?"
Write your answer in the summary box and then think of an appropriate title for the passage
based on the main idea of the passage.

1. A penny for your thoughts? Ifit’s a 1943 copper penny, it could be worth as much as fifty
thousand dollars. In 1943, most pennies were made out of steel since copper was needed for
World War 11, so the 1943 copper penny is ultra-rare. Another rarity is the 1955 double die
penny. These pennies were mistakenly double stamped, so they have overlapping dates and
letters. If it’s uncirculated, it’d easily fetch $25,000 at an auction. Now that’s a pretty penny.

Summarize this paragraph in one sentence. Be specific and clearly explain the main idea.
This paragraph is about rare and valuable pennies.

An appropriate title: Answers will vary.

2. Before you put on that skeleton costume and rove door-to-door pandering for candy, take a
minute to reflect on this tradition. Halloween is believed to have come from an ancient Celtic
festival dating back some 2,000 years. November 1st was the Celtic New Year and marked the
end of summer to the Celts. They celebrated on its eve by wearing costumes made of animal
skins and dancing around bon fires. Over the next two millennia, this primitive celebration grew
to be the candy fueled costume ball that we know today.

Summarize this paragraph in one sentence. Be specific and clearly explain the main idea.
This paragraph is about the origins of Halloween.

An appropriate title: Answers will vary.

3. When one hears the term "reality" applied to a show, one might expect that the events
portrayed occurred naturally or, at the least, were not scripted. This is not always the case. Many
reality shows occur in unreal environments, like rented mansions occupied by film crews. Such
living environments do not reflect what most people understand to be "reality.” Worse, there
have been accusations that events not captured on film were later restaged by producers. Worse
still, some involved in the production of "reality" television claim that the participants were
urged to act out story lines premeditated by producers. With such accusations floating around,
it's no wonder many people take reality TV to be about as real as the sitcom.

Summarize this paragraph in one sentence. Be specific and clearly explain the main idea.
This paragraph is about how reality television isn’t always “real.”

An appropriate title: Answers will vary.

4. It is estimated that over twenty million pounds of candy corn are sold in the US each year. Brach’s, the
top manufacturer, sells enough candy corn to circle the earth 4.25 times if each piece were laid end to end.
That’s a lot of candy corn, but that’s nothing compared to the production of Tootsie Rolls. Over 64
million Tootsie Rolls are produced every day! But even Tootsie Rolls have got nothing on the candy





industry’s staple product: chocolate. Confectioners manufacture over twenty billion pounds of chocolate
in the United States each year. Now that’s a mouthful!

Summarize this paragraph in one sentence. Be specific and clearly explain the main idea.
This paragraph is about how much of popular candies are produced each year.

An appropriate title: Answers will vary.

5. Screech! When a driver pushes on the brake pedal, it initiates a process that causes the vehicle to stop
in motion. We literally trust braking systems with our lives every time we get into a vehicle or cross at a
busy intersection. How does this life-critical process work? It begins when the pedal is pushed. At this
moment brake fluid is released into the braking mechanisms. As the fluid collects, this creates a leverage,
which causes a friction to be applied. This friction will create a force that will cause the wheels to stop
and allow you to reach your destination safely. Beep! Beep!

Summarize this paragraph in one sentence. Be specific and clearly explain the main idea.
This paragraph is about how a breaking system functions on an automobile.

An appropriate title: _Answers will vary.

6. There are many types of lethal venom in the animal kingdom, but perhaps no stranger carrier than the
platypus. The platypus is one of few venomous mammals. Male platypus carry a venom cocktail in their
ankle spurs. This venom incapacitates victims with excruciating pain. Stranger still, the platypus is the
only mammal that uses electroreception. That means that the platypus uses its bill to sense the electricity
produced by the muscular movements of its prey. Electroreception is a sixth sense different from seeing,
hearing, smelling, tasting, or feeling. Perhaps most odd, the platypus is the only mammal that lays eggs
rather than giving birth to live young. What an odd creature indeed.

Summarize this paragraph in one sentence. Be specific and clearly explain the main idea.
This paragraph is about strange and unique attributes of the platypus.

An appropriate title: Answers will vary.

7. Yellowstone National Park is mainly located in Wyoming, although three percent is located in the state
of Montana. The Continental Divide of North America runs diagonally through the southwestern part of
the park. The park sits on the Yellowstone Plateau, which is an average elevation of 8,000 feet above sea
level. This plateau is bounded on nearly all sides by mountain ranges. There are 290 waterfalls that are at
least fifteen feet in the park, the highest being the Lower Falls of the Yellowstone River, which falls 308
feet.

Summarize this paragraph in one sentence. Be specific and clearly explain the main idea.
This paragraph is about physical features of Yellowstone Park.

An appropriate title: Answers will vary.
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The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, written in 1876, is the story of a boy growing up
on the Mississippt River. In this passage, Tom’s town believes that he and his friends
have drowned. In fact, Tom and his friends are alive and planning to surprise the
town by appearing at their funeral.

BUT there was no hilarity in the little town that same tranquil Saturday
afternoon. The Harpers, and Aunt Polly’s family, were being put into mourning,
with great grief and many tears. An unusual quiet possessed the village, although
it was ordinarily quiet enough, in all conscience. The villagers conducted their
concerns with an absent air, and talked little; but they sighed often. The Saturday
holiday seemed a burden to the children. They had no heart in their sports, and
gradually gave them up.

Write the main idea of the paragraph in the center circle below. Write
the supporting ideas in the outside circles.





Name:

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, written in 1876, is the story of a boy growing up
on the Mississippt River. In this passage, Tom’s town believes that he and his friends
have drowned. In fact, Tom and his friends are alive and planning to surprise the
town by appearing at their funeral.

BUT there was no hilarity in the little town that same tranquil Saturday
afternoon. The Harpers, and Aunt Polly’s family, were being put into mourning,
with great grief and many tears. An unusual quiet possessed the village, although
it was ordinarily quiet enough, in all conscience. The villagers conducted their
concerns with an absent air, and talked little; but they sighed often. The Saturday
holiday seemed a burden to the children. They had no heart in their sports, and
gradually gave them up.

Write the main idea of the paragraph in the center circle below. Write
the supporting ideas in the outside circles.

Actual wording and supporting ideas will vary. Example of correct answers:

The Harpers
and Aunt
Polly were
grieving and
crying.

The people
didn’t talk
much and
sighed often.

The town
was quieter
than usual.

The town
was sad.

The children
in town
didn’t want
to play.

Saturday
was not
fun for the
children.
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Name:

Nonfiction Reading Comprehension Test
Hummingbirds. ABE Level D

Directions: Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow. Refer to the text

to check your answers when appropriate.

Have you ever heard the sound of a
hummingbird? They make a buzzing noise
when they fly. They make this noise because
they beat their wings so fast. They beat their
wings up to 80 times a second. All that
flapping makes a lot of noise. That's why we
call them hummingbirds.

Hummingbirds fly in a unique way. They
move their wings so fast that they can hover.
This means that they can stay in one spot in
the middle of the air, like a helicopter.
Sometimes they fly or hover upside down.
They are the only bird that flies backward.

Hummingbirds are small. One type called the
bee hummingbird is the smallest bird in the
world. Bee hummingbirds weigh less than a
penny. They are just a little bit bigger than
bees. | guess that's where they get their name.

Bee hummingbirds build tiny nests. They use
cobwebs and bits of bark to make their
homes. Their homes are only an inch around.
This is big enough for their eggs though.
Their eggs are smaller than peas. People have
found these tiny nests on a clothespin.

Hummingbirds move fast. It takes lots of
energy to move as fast as they do. This means
that they need to eat a lot of food. Their
favorite food is nectar, a sweet liquid inside
of some flowers. They drink more than their
own weight in nectar daily. They have to visit
hundreds of flowers to get enough nectar to
live. They can only store enough energy to
survive through the night. They live on the
edge.

Hummingbirds don't use their long beaks like
straws. They have a tongue just like you. They
use their tongues for eating. They flick their
tongues in and out of their mouths while
inside of flowers. They lap up nectar. Flowers
give them the energy that they need.

Hummingbirds help flowers too. They get
pollen on their heads and bills when they feed.
Flowers use pollen to make seeds.
Hummingbirds help pollen get from one
flower to the next. This helps flowers make
more seeds. More seeds mean more flowers.
More flowers mean more food for
hummingbirds. Isn't it nice how that works
out?
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9.
a.
C.

. Why are they called hummingbirds?
. They are very light b. They sing when they fly
. Their wings make a humming sound d. Their song sounds like humming

. How do hummingbirds eat?

. They drink nectar through their beaks like a straw.
. They chew up flower petals with their beaks.

. They use their heads and bills to eat pollen.

. They lap up nectar with their tongues.

. How do hummingbirds help flowers?
. They drink nectar. b. They eat pollen.
. They bring pollen from one flower to the next.  d. They plant seeds.

. According to the text, which does the bee hummingbird use to make nests?

. Straw b. concrete
. bark d. sticks

. Which best describes the main idea of the fifth paragraph?

. Hummingbirds move fast.

. Hummingbirds like to eat nectar.

. Hummingbirds use lots of energy and eat often.

. Hummingbirds drink their own weight in nectar every day.

. Which statement about bee hummingbirds is not true?
. Bee hummingbird eggs are smaller than peas.

. Bee hummingbirds weigh less than a penny.

. Bee hummingbirds have built nests on clothespins.

. Bee hummingbirds do not grow larger than bees.

. What is unique about the way that hummingbirds fly?
. They can fly faster than any other bird.

. They can fly longer than any other bird.

. They can fly forward and backward.

. They can only fly for a few seconds at a time.

. Which best defines the word hover as used in paragraph two?

. To stay in one spot in the air b. To clean an area thoroughly
. An animal that has hooves d. To move your wings very fast
Why do flowers need pollen?

Flowers eat pollen. b. Pollen attracts hummingbirds.
Hummingbirds eat pollen. d. Flowers use pollen to make seeds.

10. Which title best describes the main idea of this text?

a.
b.
C.
d.

Bee Hummingbirds: The World's Smallest Bird
Pollination: How Birds and Flowers Work Together
Hummingbirds: Unique and Uniquely Helpful
Interesting Facts About Birds





1. How do flowers and hummingbirds benefit each other? Refer to the text to support your answer.

2. Why does the hummingbird have to eat so often? Refer to the text to support your answer.

3. Why is the ability to hover useful to a hummingbird? Refer to the text to support your answer.






Nonfiction Reading Comprehension Test
Hummingbirds. ABE Level D

ANSWER KEY.

1). C. Their wings make a humming sound

2). D. They lap up nectar with their tongues.

3). C. They bring pollen from one flower to the next.

4). C. bark

5). C. Hummingbirds use lots of energy and eat often.
6). D. Bee hummingbirds do not grow larger than bees.
7). C. They can fly forward and backward.

8). A. To stay in one spot in the air

9). D. Flowers use pollen to make seeds.

10). C. Hummingbirds: Unique and Uniquely Helpful

The short response section (answers will vary)
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Nonfiction Reading Worksheet ABE Level D
Koko

Directions: Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow. Refer to the text

to check your answers when appropriate.

Did you know that humans aren’t the only
species that use language? Bees communicate
by dancing. Whales talk to each other by
singing. And some apes talk to humans by
using American Sign Language.

Meet Koko: a female gorilla born at the San
Francisco Zoo on July 4", 1971. Koko learned
sign language from her trainer, Dr. Penny
Patterson. Patterson began teaching sign
language to Koko in 1972, when Koko was one
year old. Koko must have been a good student,
because two years later she moved onto the
Stanford University campus with Dr. Patterson.
Koko continued to learn on the campus until
1976. That’s when she began living full-time
with Patterson’s group, the Gorilla Foundation.
Patterson and Koko’s relationship has
blossomed ever since.

Dr. Patterson says that Koko has mastered sign
language. She says that Koko knows over 1,000
words, and that Koko makes up new words. For
example, Koko didn’t know the sign for ring,
so she signed the words finger and bracelet. Dr.
Patterson thinks that this shows meaningful and
constructive use of language.

Not everyone agrees with Dr. Patterson. Some
argue that apes like Koko do not understand the
meaning of what they are doing. Skeptics say
that these apes are just performing complex
tricks. For example, if Koko points to an apple
and signs red or apple, Dr. Patterson will give
her an apple. They argue that Koko does not
really know what the sign apple means. She
only knows that that if she makes the right
motion, one which Dr. Patterson has shown her,
then she gets an apple. The debate is
unresolved, but one thing is for certain: Koko is
an extraordinary ape.

Sign language isn’t the only unusual thing
about Koko. She’s also been a pet-owner. In
1983, at the age of 12, researchers said that
Koko asked for a cat for Christmas. They gave
Koko a stuffed cat. Koko was not happy. She
did not play with it, and she continued to sign
sad. So for her birthday in 1984, they let her
pick a cat out of an abandoned liter. Koko
picked a gray cat and named him “All Ball.”
Dr. Patterson said that Koko loved and nurtured
All Ball as though he were a baby gorilla.
Sadly, All Ball got out of Koko’s cage and was
hit by a car. Patterson reported that Koko
signed “Bad, sad, bad” and “Frown, cry, frown,
sad”” when she broke the news to her.

It seems like Patterson and Koko have a good
relationship, but not everyone agrees with it.
Some critics believe that Patterson is
humanizing the ape. They believe that apes
should be left in the most natural state
possible. Even Dr. Patterson struggles with
these feelings. When asked if her findings
could be duplicated by another group of
scientists, she said, “We don’t think that it
would be ethical to do again.” She went on to
argue that animals should not be kept in such
unnatural circumstances. Nonetheless, Koko
lives in her foundation today.

As for the future, Dr. Patterson and the Gorilla
Foundation would love to get Koko to an ape
preserve in Maui, but they are having trouble
securing the land. So unless you have a few
million dollars to spare, Koko’s going to be
spending her time in Woodland, California with
Dr. Patterson. Koko probably doesn’t mind
that. If she moved to Hawaii, she’d have to give
up her Facebook page and Twitter feed, and
she’s got like 50 thousand “likes.” Some may
deny that she knows sign language, but nobody
says that she doesn’t know social networking.
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. Which best expresses the main idea of this article?

. Bees, whales, and apes like Koko all use language to communicate.
. Koko uses sign language, but some think it's just a trick.

. It is natural for gorillas and house cats to live together.

. If you want a lot of "likes" on Facebook, get a talking gorilla.

. Which best describes how the second paragraph is organized?
. Chronological order b. Cause and effect
. Compare and contrast d. Problem and solution

. Which best expresses the author's purpose in writing the second paragraph?
. The author is describing the environment in which Koko lives.

. The author is informing readers how Dr. Patterson developed her skills.

. The author is persuading readers that Koko should be freed.

. The author is telling readers about Koko and Dr. Patterson's background.

. Which happened last?

. Koko got a stuffed cat for Christmas.

. Koko lost All Ball.

. Koko began living with the Gorilla Foundation.
. Dr. Patterson began teaching Koko to sign.

. Which statement would the author most likely agree with?
. Koko has mastered sign language without a doubt.

. Everybody likes how Dr. Patterson has raised Koko.

. Koko doesn't really know sign language.

. Some people are troubled by how Koko was raised.

. Which best defines the word duplicated as it is used in the sixth paragraph?
. To dispute a fact or disagree with someone b. To lie to someone or to fool them
. To copy or recreate something d. To be disproven through debate

. Which event happened first?

. Koko moved onto the Stanford University campus.
. Koko picked All Ball out for her birthday.

. Koko began living with the Gorilla Foundation.

. Koko got a stuffed cat for Christmas.

. Which best describes the main idea of the sixth paragraph?

. Dr. Patterson has treated Koko very cruelly.

. Dr. Patterson and Koko have a beautiful, pure, and unconflicted relationship.
. Some people think that Koko should not have been treated like a human.

. Some people are working very hard to prove that Dr. Patterson is wrong.





9. Which statement would the author most likely disagree with?

a. Dr. Patterson has worked hard to teach Koko sign language.

b. Some people think that Koko only signs to get food.

c. The Gorilla Foundation would like to move Koko to an ape preserve.
d. Dr. Patterson has no regrets about working with Koko.

10. If a book were being written about Koko and All Ball, which title would best summarize their story?
a. Long Wanted, Short Lived: A Tale of Strong Loves Lost

b. Happy Ending: The Gorilla Who Got What She Wanted

c. A Tale of Two Kitties: A Stuffed Cat Versus a Real One

d. Plushy Love: How A Gorilla Fell in Love with a Stuffed Cat

Long-Response Questions

3. Does Koko really understand sign language? Support your position with quotes from the text.
Explain your quotes clearly. Argue your point thoroughly.






2. What lesson can readers learn from this text? Use evidence from the text to support your position.
Explain what your evidence shows.

3. Make an inference. Describe how Dr. Patterson feels about her relationship with Koko. Use evidence
from the text to support your response. Explain your evidence clearly.






Nonfiction Reading Worksheet ABE Level D
Koko

ANSWER KEY

1). B. Koko uses sign language, but some think it's just a trick.

2). A. Chronological order

3). D. The author is telling readers about Koko and Dr. Patterson's background.
4). B. Koko lost All Ball.

5). D. Some people are troubled by how Koko was raised.

6). C. To copy or recreate something

7). A. Koko moved onto the Stanford University campus.

8). C. Some people think that Koko should not have been treated like a human.
9). D. Dr. Patterson has no regrets about working with Koko.

10). A. Long Wanted, Short Lived: A Tale of Strong Loves Lost

Long responses answers will vary
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Money: Making Connections. ABE Level D

Directions: Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow. Refer to the text

to check your answers when appropriate.

Money is one of the most important inventions in

human history. It helps people who do not know
or trust each other to trade. If you have enough
money, you can go into a store and walk out with
a candy bar. The store owner does not need to
know or trust you. They only need to count your
money. This is a pretty big deal if you think
about it.

Before money, most exchange was based on
credit and debt. Imagine that you were part of an
ancient tribe and had an extra pair of shoes. If
your tribe mate Joshua needed shoes, you might
give him your extra ones. Joshua would then be
in debt to you. He would owe you one. Later,
your family might be starving in the depths of
winter. You might have no success hunting, and
Joshua might share some of his food with you.

The credit and debt system served humans well
for much of time. Our minds are good at
remembering favors and who owes whom. The
problem with this system is that it requires trust.
I need to know the reputation of the person to
whom | am lending. | need to trust that he or she
will repay me. Otherwise, we cannot trade. It's
easy to trust our tribe mate Joshua. We know
him. We are familiar with his reputation. But
what about those from the tribe across the sea?
Do we trust them? Probably not. At least not
enough to give them our shoes on credit. After
all, we don't even know them.

A society that does not have money cannot grow
very large. It's hard to maintain relationships
with more than 150 or 200 people. Reputational
systems of exchange fail as groups grow larger.
The need for money develops.

Imagine that you were a soldier living in a Roman
army camp in the 1st century. Thousands of men
and women live alongside you. Many are soldiers.
Some are nurses or physicians. Others are
merchants, farmers, or cooks. Let's say that you
needed a blacksmith to repair your armor. The
blacksmith doesn't know you. Even if he or she
did, you might die in the next battle. The
blacksmith cannot trust you to repay your debts.
But the blacksmith does not need to trust you.
You are paid in gold and silver coins. You can
trade coins with strangers for whatever goods or
services you desire.

Today, the monetary system once again relies on
credits and debts. But now, banks and lenders can
keep track of everyone's reputation. They use
computers and government issued identities. They
know our credit histories. They know our
spending habits. They use algorithms to rank our
credit worthiness. They know us well enough to
issue credit to us, even though they don't actually
know us. What a world!





1. Which main point about money is the author trying to make in this text?

a) Money unfairly flows to the richest people in the world.

b) Money allows people who don't know or trust each other to trade.
¢) Money is the root of all evil.

d) Money can purchase many things but it cannot buy happiness.

2. According to the text, how did people mainly transact before the invention of money?

a) They used the barter system and traded physical goods.
b) They used seashells and beads as currency.

¢) They lent and borrowed from each other.

d) Everything was free and everyone shared freely.

3. Why would the author lend to Joshua but not the tribe across the sea?

a) Joshua is the wealthiest person in town.

b) Joshua is a person who is known and trusted.
¢) Joshua is a feared Roman soldier.

d) Joshua is the fastest person in the tribe.

4. What is the author's main purpose in writing the THIRD paragraph?

a) He is trying to convince us to forgo modern life and to live in tribes.
b) He is informing readers of the history of credit and debt systems.

¢) He is explaining why tribal life is unproductive and wasteful.

d) He is describing the weaknesses of the credit and debt system.

5. Why did Roman army camps need to use money to facilitate trade?

a) Most people did not know each other.
b) Most people did not trust each other.
c) People often died in battle.

d) All of these reasons.

6. Which technologies enable modern societies to use credit systems?

a) Computers and government identification
b) Airplanes and phone networks

c) Radio waves and license plates

d) Steam power and waterways





7. Which is TRUE based on information from the text?

a) Roman army camps were much smaller than ancient tribes.

b) Roman army camps were about the same size as ancient tribes.
¢) Roman army camps were much larger than ancient tribes.

d) Nobody knows the actual size of Roman army camps.

8. With which statement would the author most likely AGREE?

a) Money allows civilizations to grow very large.

b) Credit and debt systems are primitive and only were only used in ancient times.
¢) Money ruins civilizations by making everyone greedy.

d) Credit and debt systems cannot function in the modern world.

9. Which event happened LAST in history?

a) Thousands of people lived in Roman Army camps.

b) Credit and debt systems became widespread again due to technology.
¢) Money was invented.

d) Ancient tribes used mainly credit and debt systems for exchange.

10. With which statement would the author most likely DISAGREE?

a) If someone has a good reputation, it is easier to trust him or her.

b) Reputations are important for lenders and borrowers.

¢) Money makes trading easier for people who do not know each other.

d) People can easily maintain good relationships with thousands of other people.

1. Why is reputation important when it comes to lending and borrowing? How does one
maintain a good reputation as a borrower?






2. How has technology helped systems of lending and borrowing to reach the masses?
How are people able to get credit from a bank that does not personally know them?






ANSWER KEY
1. Which main point about money is the author trying to make in this text?

a) Money unfairly flows to the richest people in the world.

b) Money allows people who don't know or trust each other to trade.
c) Money is the root of all evil.

d) Money can purchase many things but it cannot buy happiness.

2. According to the text, how did people mainly transact before the invention of money?

a) They used the barter system and traded physical goods.
b) They used seashells and beads as currency.

¢) They lent and borrowed from each other.

d) Everything was free and everyone shared freely.

3. Why would the author lend to Joshua but not the tribe across the sea?

a) Joshua is the wealthiest person in town.

b) Joshua is a person who is known and trusted.
¢) Joshua is a feared Roman soldier.

d) Joshua is the fastest person in the tribe.

4. What is the author's main purpose in writing the THIRD paragraph?

a) He is trying to convince us to forgo modern life and to live in tribes.
b) He is informing readers of the history of credit and debt systems.

¢) He is explaining why tribal life is unproductive and wasteful.

d) He is describing the weaknesses of the credit and debt system.

5. Why did Roman army camps need to use money to facilitate trade?

a) Most people did not know each other.
b) Most people did not trust each other.
c) People often died in battle.

d) All of these reasons.

6. Which technologies enable modern societies to use credit systems?

a) Computers and government identification
b) Airplanes and phone networks

c) Radio waves and license plates

d) Steam power and waterways





7. Which is TRUE based on information from the text?

a) Roman army camps were much smaller than ancient tribes.

b) Roman army camps were about the same size as ancient tribes.
¢) Roman army camps were much larger than ancient tribes.

d) Nobody knows the actual size of Roman army camps.

8. With which statement would the author most likely AGREE?

a) Money allows civilizations to grow very large.

b) Credit and debt systems are primitive and only were only used in ancient times.
¢) Money ruins civilizations by making everyone greedy.

d) Credit and debt systems cannot function in the modern world.

9. Which event happened LAST in history?

a) Thousands of people lived in Roman Army camps.

b) Credit and debt systems became widespread again due to technology.
¢) Money was invented.

d) Ancient tribes used mainly credit and debt systems for exchange.

10. With which statement would the author most likely DISAGREE?

a) If someone has a good reputation, it is easier to trust him or her.

b) Reputations are important for lenders and borrowers.

¢) Money makes trading easier for people who do not know each other.

d) People can easily maintain good relationships with thousands of other people.

The following responses will vary.

1. Why is reputation important when it comes to lending and borrowing? How does one
maintain a good reputation as a borrower?

2. How has technology helped systems of lending and borrowing to reach the masses?
How are people able to get credit from a bank that does not personally know them?
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Text Structure Steps of a Process (ABE Level D)
Direction: read each passage and identify how the information is being organized.

1. Ice-cream is a delicious frozen treat that comes in a many different colors and flavors. Two of my
favorite flavors are strawberry and chocolate. Though both of these flavors are delicious, strawberry
may contain pieces of fruit while chocolate usually will not. Even though more chocolate ice-cream is
sold across the country annually than strawberry, each flavor tastes great inside of a milk shake.

a. cause and effect b. compare and contrast c. chronological
d. spatial / descriptive e. sequence / process

2. The ice-cream shop around the corner from my house has the best ice-cream in the city. When you
first walk inside, there is a long chrome counter with matching stools extending to alongside the far
wall. Right where the counter stops, the booth seating begins. There are lots of old-timey knickknacks
on the walls and chrome napkin holders on all the tables. My favorite part of the shop is behind the
counter glass, where they keep all of the ice-cream flavors. A rainbow of delicious sugary flavors is
kept cool and delicious behind the counter glass.

a. problem and solution b. compare and contrast c. chronological
d. spatial / descriptive e. sequence / process

3. Freezer burn may have wasted more ice-cream than sidewalks. If you don’t know, freezer burn is
when ice crystals form on the surface of ice-cream. These ice crystals can ruin the texture and flavor of
the ice cream. But you can prevent freezer burn. Since freezer burn is caused when melted ice-cream is
refrozen, rather than eating your ice-cream from the container as it melts, scoop your ice-cream into a
bowl and put the container back in the fridge immediately. Doing this ought to help you solve your
issues with freezer burn.

a. problem and solution b. compare and contrast c. chronological
d. spatial / descriptive e. sequence / process

4. No one knows the true origin of ice-cream, but the first published ice-cream recipe appears in “Mrs.
Mary Eales's Receipts,” a cookbook that was printed in London in 1718. Sometime around 1832, an
African American confectioner named Augustus Jackson created multiple ice cream recipes and
invented a superior technigue to manufacture ice cream. lce cream soda was invented around 1874, but
the real breakthrough may have been at the 1904 World’s Fair in St. Louis, Missouri, when the
American ice-cream cone was unveiled!

a. problem and solution b. cause and effect c. chronological
d. spatial / descriptive e. sequence / process

5. Making ice-cream is not easy. Cream and sugar have to first be mixed in a frozen container.
Ingredients may be added at this point, if desired. The mixture must be stirred and whipped until the
cream and sugar mixture is frozen. Depending on the equipment, this may take as long as an hour.
After the ice-cream is prepared, it must be kept frozen until it is ready to be enjoyed. Making ice-cream
is difficult, but most people would agree that it is worth the trouble.

a. problem and solution b. compare and contrast c. chronological
d. cause and effect e. sequence / process

6. Have you ever had an ice-cream headache? That’s when a painful sensation resonates in your head
after eating something cold (usually ice-cream) on a hot day. This pain is produced by the dilation of a





nerve center in the roof of your mouth. The nerve center is overreacting to the cold by trying to heat
your brain. lce-cream headaches have turned many smiles to frowns.

a. problem and solution b. compare and contrast c. chronological
d. spatial / descriptive e. cause and effect

7. One time my mom and | made ice-cream. We added sugar and cream into a big glass bowl. We kept
it frozen in the middle of a bigger glass bowl. While it froze, | stirred the mixture with a hand mixer. It

was the first time that had | used one and it splattered ice-cream mixture all over the kitchen. The rest of
the mixture finally froze, so we ate some ice cream, and then put the remaining portions in the freezer so
that it wouldn’t get freezer burned. That was a good day.

a. problem and solution b. compare and contrast c. chronological
d. spatial / descriptive e. cause and effect

8. It was the most beautiful banana split that | had ever seen. In the middle of the bowl, there were
three scoops of ice-cream: chocolate, strawberry, and vanilla. On top of the ice-cream were a banana
and a thick web of chocolate and caramel sauces. A huge puff of whipped cream covered the sauces and
a handful of crushed nuts dappled the whipped cream. On top of it all was a cherry, but I’ve never liked
the soggy squish of cherries.

a. problem and solution b. compare and contrast C. sequence/process
d. spatial / descriptive e. cause and effect

9. When it comes to making ice-cream, you can do it the traditional way, by stirring it in a frozen
container, or you can use liquid nitrogen to freeze your mixture. There are some advantages to using
liquid nitrogen. Since liquid nitrogen freezes the mixture faster, the crystal grains are smaller, giving the
ice-cream a creamier texture. The downside is that ice-crystals grow faster in ice-cream prepared using
liquid nitrogen, so it must be stored at much colder temperatures. Both methods produce a distinct
texture, and both are delicious.

a. problem and solution b. compare and contrast C. sequence/process
d. spatial / descriptive e. cause and effect

Matching: match the definition to the term and shade in the appropriate bubble.

10. An action and its results are discussed a. chronological
11. Information is organized in order of time b. problem and solution
12. adifficulty is described and an answer is offered C. sequence / process

d. cause and effect

13. Differences and similarities of two or more things are discussed | a. cause and effect
14. Explains how something happens or is done, step-by-step b. spatial / descriptive

15. Describes how something looks or the arrangement of a space c. compare and contrast

d. sequence / process






Text Structure Steps of a Process (ABE Level D) ANSWER KEY
Direction: read each passage and identify how the information is being organized.

1. Ice-cream is a delicious frozen treat that comes in a many different colors and flavors. Two of my
favorite flavors are strawberry and chocolate. Though both of these flavors are delicious, strawberry
may contain pieces of fruit while chocolate usually will not. Even though more chocolate ice-cream is
sold across the country annually than strawberry, each flavor tastes great inside of a milk shake.

a. cause and effect b. compare and contrast c. chronological
d. spatial / descriptive e. sequence / process

2. The ice-cream shop around the corner from my house has the best ice-cream in the city. When you
first walk inside, there is a long chrome counter with matching stools extending to alongside the far
wall. Right where the counter stops, the booth seating begins. There are lots of old-timey knickknacks
on the walls and chrome napkin holders on all the tables. My favorite part of the shop is behind the
counter glass, where they keep all of the ice-cream flavors. A rainbow of delicious sugary flavors is
kept cool and delicious behind the counter glass.

a. problem and solution b. compare and contrast c. chronological
d. spatial / descriptive e. sequence / process

3. Freezer burn may have wasted more ice-cream than sidewalks. If you don’t know, freezer burn is
when ice crystals form on the surface of ice-cream. These ice crystals can ruin the texture and flavor of
the ice cream. But you can prevent freezer burn. Since freezer burn is caused when melted ice-cream is
refrozen, rather than eating your ice-cream from the container as it melts, scoop your ice-cream into a
bowl and put the container back in the fridge immediately. Doing this ought to help you solve your
issues with freezer burn.

a. problem and solution b. compare and contrast c. chronological
d. spatial / descriptive e. sequence / process

4. No one knows the true origin of ice-cream, but the first published ice-cream recipe appears in “Mrs.
Mary Eales's Receipts,” a cookbook that was printed in London in 1718. Sometime around 1832, an
African American confectioner named Augustus Jackson created multiple ice cream recipes and
invented a superior technigue to manufacture ice cream. lce cream soda was invented around 1874, but
the real breakthrough may have been at the 1904 World’s Fair in St. Louis, Missouri, when the
American ice-cream cone was unveiled!

a. problem and solution b. cause and effect c. chronological
d. spatial / descriptive e. sequence / process

5. Making ice-cream is not easy. Cream and sugar have to first be mixed in a frozen container.
Ingredients may be added at this point, if desired. The mixture must be stirred and whipped until the
cream and sugar mixture is frozen. Depending on the equipment, this may take as long as an hour.
After the ice-cream is prepared, it must be kept frozen until it is ready to be enjoyed. Making ice-cream
is difficult, but most people would agree that it is worth the trouble.

a. problem and solution b. compare and contrast c. chronological
d. cause and effect e. sequence / process

6. Have you ever had an ice-cream headache? That’s when a painful sensation resonates in your head
after eating something cold (usually ice-cream) on a hot day. This pain is produced by the dilation of a





nerve center in the roof of your mouth. The nerve center is overreacting to the cold by trying to heat
your brain. lce-cream headaches have turned many smiles to frowns.

a. problem and solution b. compare and contrast c. chronological
d. spatial / descriptive e. cause and effect

7. One time my mom and | made ice-cream. We added sugar and cream into a big glass bowl. We kept
it frozen in the middle of a bigger glass bowl. While it froze, | stirred the mixture with a hand mixer. It

was the first time that had | used one and it splattered ice-cream mixture all over the kitchen. The rest of
the mixture finally froze, so we ate some ice cream, and then put the remaining portions in the freezer so
that it wouldn’t get freezer burned. That was a good day.

a. problem and solution b. compare and contrast c. chronological
d. spatial / descriptive e. cause and effect

8. It was the most beautiful banana split that | had ever seen. In the middle of the bowl, there were
three scoops of ice-cream: chocolate, strawberry, and vanilla. On top of the ice-cream were a banana
and a thick web of chocolate and caramel sauces. A huge puff of whipped cream covered the sauces and
a handful of crushed nuts dappled the whipped cream. On top of it all was a cherry, but I’ve never liked
the soggy squish of cherries.

a. problem and solution b. compare and contrast C. sequence/process
d. spatial / descriptive e. cause and effect

9. When it comes to making ice-cream, you can do it the traditional way, by stirring it in a frozen
container, or you can use liquid nitrogen to freeze your mixture. There are some advantages to using
liquid nitrogen. Since liquid nitrogen freezes the mixture faster, the crystal grains are smaller, giving the
ice-cream a creamier texture. The downside is that ice-crystals grow faster in ice-cream prepared using
liquid nitrogen, so it must be stored at much colder temperatures. Both methods produce a distinct
texture, and both are delicious.

a. problem and solution b. compare and contrast C. sequence/process
d. spatial / descriptive e. cause and effect

Matching: match the definition to the term and shade in the appropriate bubble.

10. An action and its results are discussed (D) a. chronological
11. Information is organized in order of time (A) b. problem and solution
12. adifficulty is described and an answer is offered (B) C. sequence / process

d. cause and effect

13. Differences and similarities of two or more things are discussed | a. cause and effect

©
14. Explains how something happens or is done, step-by-step b. spatial / descriptive

(D)

15. Describes how something looks or the arrangement of a space c. compare and contrast

(B)

d. sequence / process
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Tone Worksheet 1 (ABE Level D)

Name:

Directions: Read each poem and then answer the following questions

Ellis Park
By Helen Hoyt

Little park that I pass through,

I carry off a piece of you

Every morning hurrying down

To my work-day in the town;

Carry you for country there

To make the city ways more fair.

| take your trees,

And your breeze,

Your greenness,

Your cleanness,

Some of your shade, some of your sky,
Some of your calm as | go by;

Your flowers to trim

The pavements grim;

Your space for room in the jostled street
And grass for carpet to my feet.

1. What is this poem about?

Your fountains take and sweet bird calls
To sing me from my office walls.
All that I can see

| carry off with me.

But you never miss my theft,

So much treasure you have left.
As | find you, fresh at morning,
So | find you, home returning --
Nothing lacking from your grace.
All your riches wait in place

For me to borrow

On the morrow.

Do you hear this praise of you,
Little park that I pass through?

2. What is the speaker's tone?

Explain your answer using textual evidence.

In Trouble and Shame
By D.H. Lawrence

I look at the swaling® sunset
And wish | could go also

Through the red doors beyond the black-purple bar.

| wish that | could go

Through the red doors where | could put off
My shame like shoes in the porch

My pain like garments,

And leave my flesh discarded lying

Like luggage of some departed traveller
Gone one knows not where.

3. What is this poem about?

Then 1 would turn round
And seeing my cast-off body lying like lumber,

I would laugh with joy.

1. swaling: burning

4. What is the speaker's tone?

Explain your answer using textual evidence.






From Prelude
By Richard Aldington

How could I love you more?

| try to think of one lovely gift

No lover yet in all the world has found;

| think: If the cold somber! gods

Were hot with love as | am

Could they not endow? you with a star

And fix bright youth forever in your limbs?
Could they not give you all things that I lack?

You should have loved a god; | am but dust.
Yet no god loves as loves this poor frail dust.

5. What is this poem about?

1. somber: dark, dreary, joyless
2. endow: give someone something for free

6. What is the speaker's tone?

Explain your answer using textual evidence.

Lone Dog
By Irene Rutherford McLeod

I'm a lean dog, a keen dog, a wild dog, and lone;

I'm a rough dog, a tough dog, hunting on my
own;
I'm a bad dog, a mad dog, teasing silly sheep;

I love to sit and bay the moon, to keep fat souls

from sleep.

I'll never be a lap dog, licking dirty feet,

A sleek dog, a meek dog, cringing for my meat,

Not for me the fireside, the well-filled plate,
But shut door, and sharp stone, and cuff and
kick, and hate.

7. What is this poem about?

Not for me the other dogs, running by my side,
Some have run a short while, but none of them
would bide.

O mine is still the lone trail, the hard trail, the
best,

Wide wind, and wild stars, and hunger of the
quest!

1. bide: endure, bear, tolerate

8. What is the speaker's tone?

Explain your answer using textual evidence.






Tone Worksheet 1 | Answer Key

1. Suggested Answer: This poem 1s about a park that a women passes through on
her way to work. She expresses her appreciation of the park.

2. Suggested Answers: The speaker's tone is appreciative or fond. I believe this
because of lines like " Do you hear this praise of you, /

Little park that I pass through?" In this line the speaker admits that she is praising
the park. She praises the park because she appreciates 1t and feels fondly toward it.

3. Suggested Answer: This poem 1s about a guy who wants to forget his problems
and leave this planet.

4. Suggested Answer: The speaker's tone in this poem could be described as
regretful and ashamed. I believe this because at the end of the poem the speaker
says, "seeing my cast-off body lying like lumber, /I would laugh with joy." This
means that he would be happy to not be alive anymore, which means that he 1s
feeling very bad about something that happened.

5. Suggested Answer: This poem 1s about a guy who loves a person so much that
it makes him feel insufficient.

6. Suggested Answer: The speaker's tone 1s loving, but he also feels inadequate. [
know that the tone is loving because he says, " If the cold somber' gods / Were hot
with love as [ am." This shows that he 1s deeply in love. I also know that he feels
inadequate because he says, "I am but dust. / Yet no god loves as loves this poor
frail dust." Though his tone 1s loving, he expresses his inadequacy by referring to
himself as "poor frail dust."

7. Suggested Answer: This poem is about a dog that lives by himself. The dog's
life is not easy, but he is strong and enjoys living his wild life.

8. Suggested Answer: The speaker's tone 1s independent and strong. There 1s also
a touch of loneliness and pain. I believe that the dog 1s proudly independent
because of these lines, "I'll never be a lap dog, licking dirty feet, / A sleek dog, a
meek dog, cringing for my meat." This shows that he is proud of not being like
other dogs that beg and yield to masters. There 1s also a touch of loneliness and
pain 1n lines like, "Some have run a short while, but none of them would bide."
This line shows that the dog has had friends or partners before but lost them.
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Name:

Simile and Metaphor Worksheet 2

Directions: Read each example. Determine whether each is a simile or metaphor. Choose your
answer and explain which two things are being compared.

Example: The fountain tossed its water, up and up, like silver marbles.

This is an example of... Simile / Metaphor

What two things are being compared?
The speaker compares water to silver marbles using the word ‘like.'

1. The oil upon the puddles dries to colors like a peacock’s eyes.

This is an example of... Simile / Metaphor

What two things are being compared?

2. Behind me the bright lights blossomed.

This is an example of... Simile / Metaphor

What two things are being compared?

3. How long shall I tarnish the mirror of life, a spatter of rust on its polished steel!

This is an example of... Simile / Metaphor

What two things are being compared?

4. You glow in my heart like the flames of uncounted candles.

This is an example of... Simile / Metaphor

What two things are being compared?






5. The purple jars of night spill.

This is an example of... Simile / Metaphor
What two things are being compared?

6. My heart is a nest that had song-birds in it.

This is an example of... Simile / Metaphor
What two things are being compared?

7. A year has gone as the tortoise goes, heavy and slow.

This is an example of... Simile / Metaphor
What two things are being compared?

8. The ship of my soul is rolling to port at last.

This is an example of... Simile / Metaphor
What two things are being compared?

9. She is as sad as the sea-bird going forth alone.

This is an example of... Simile / Metaphor

What two things are being compared?

10. Who throws their money around like dandelions into the sunlight?

This is an example of... Simile

/

Metaphor

What two things are being compared?






11. Untrue friends, your words are ashes.

This is an example of... Simile / Metaphor

What two things are being compared?

12. The veil of the night was falling.

This is an example of... Simile / Metaphor

What two things are being compared?

13. Her cheeks are like the dawn of day.

This is an example of... Simile / Metaphor

What two things are being compared?

14. The waters were crinkled glass.

This is an example of... Simile / Metaphor

What two things are being compared?

15. Like the stars in the sky, we seem near though we are far apart.

This is an example of... Simile / Metaphor

What two things are being compared?






16. My hope is like a candle-flame quenched at midnight.

This is an example of... Simile / Metaphor

What two things are being compared?

17. The green carpet of the fields spread before her.

This is an example of... Simile / Metaphor

What two things are being compared?

18. White clouds chase each other like scampering rabbits.

This is an example of... Simile / Metaphor

What two things are being compared?

19. Long blue waves of music washed over my mind.

This is an example of... Simile / Metaphor

What two things are being compared?

20. All books are either dreams or swords, you can cut, or you can drug with words.

This is an example of... Simile / Metaphor

What two things are being compared?






ANSWER KEY
Simile and Metaphor Worksheet 2

Directions: Read each example. Determine whether each is a simile or metaphor. Choose your
answer and explain which two things are being compared.

Example: The fountain tossed its water, up and up, like silver marbles.

This is an example of... Simile / Metaphor

What two things are being compared?
The speaker compares water to silver marbles using the word ‘like.'

1. The oil upon the puddles dries to colors like a peacock’s eyes.

This is an example of... Simile / Metaphor

What two things are being compared? The speaker compares the colors of the oll
puddle to a peacock’s eyes using the word “like.”

2. Behind me the bright lights blossomed.

This is an example of... Simile / Metaphor

What two things are being compared? The speaker compares bright lights to flower
blossoms without using the word “like or as.”

3. How long shall I tarnish the mirror of life, a spatter of rust on its polished steel!

This is an example of... Simile / Metaphor

What two things are being compared? The speaker compares life to a mirror and
himself to a spatter of rust.

4. You glow in my heart like the flames of uncounted candles.

This is an example of... Simile / Metaphor

What two things are being compared? The speaker compares the subject to candle
flames using the word “like.”






5. The purple jars of night spill.

This is an example of... Simile / Metaphor

What two things are being compared? The speaker compares the night to purple jars
without using the words “like” or “as.”

6. My heart is a nest that had song-birds in it.

This is an example of... Simile / Metaphor

What two things are being compared? The speaker compares his or her heart to a nest
without using the words “like” or “as.”

7. A year has gone as the tortoise goes, heavy and slow.

This is an example of... Simile / Metaphor

What two things are being compared? The speaker compares the year to a tortoise
using the word “as.”

8. The ship of my soul is rolling to port at last.

This is an example of... Simile / Metaphor

What two things are being compared? The speaker compares his or her soul to a ship
without using the words “like” or “as.”

9. She is as sad as the sea-bird going forth alone.

This is an example of... Simile / Metaphor

What two things are being compared? The speaker compares the subject to a seabird
using the word “as.”

10. Who throws their money around like dandelions into the sunlight?

This is an example of... Simile / Metaphor

What two things are being compared? The speaker compares money to dandelions
using the word “like.”






11. Untrue friends, your words are ashes.

This is an example of... Simile / Metaphor

What two things are being compared? The speaker compares words to ashes without
using the words “like” or “as.”

12. The veil of the night was falling.

This is an example of... Simile / Metaphor

What two things are being compared? The speaker compares the night to a vell
without using the words “like” or “as.”

13. Her cheeks are like the dawn of day.

This is an example of... Simile / Metaphor

What two things are being compared? The speaker compares her cheeks to dawn
using the word “like.”

14. The waters were crinkled glass.

This is an example of... Simile / Metaphor

What two things are being compared? The speaker compares the water to glass
without using the words “like” or “as.”

15. Like the stars in the sky, we seem near though we are far apart.

This is an example of... Simile / Metaphor

What two things are being compared? The speaker compares himself and the subject
to stars in the sky using the word “like.”






16. My hope is like a candle-flame quenched at midnight.

This is an example of... Simile / Metaphor

What two things are being compared? The speaker compares hope to a candle flame
using the word “like.”

17. The green carpet of the fields spread before her.

This is an example of... Simile / Metaphor

What two things are being compared? The speaker compares the fields to green
carpet without using the words “like” or “as.”

18. White clouds chase each other like scampering rabbits.

This is an example of... Simile / Metaphor

What two things are being compared? The speaker compares the clouds to rabbits
using the word “like.”

19. Long blue waves of music washed over my mind.

This is an example of... Simile / Metaphor

What two things are being compared? The speaker compares music to waves without
using the words “like” or “as.”

20. All books are either dreams or swords, you can cut, or you can drug with words.

This is an example of... Simile / Metaphor

What two things are being compared? The speaker compares books to dreams and
swords without using the words “like” or “as.”
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Name:

Context Clues #1 ABE Level D

Directions: read each sentence and determine the meaning of the word using cross sentence clues or your
prior knowledge. Then, explain what clues in the sentence helped you determine the word meaning.

1. Detest: Everyone else at the party wanted garbage pizza but Tim because he detested vegetables.

Definition:

What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition?

2. Alter: Grandpa didn’t know that Suzie was coming along on the fishing trip, and now he had to alter
his plans.

Definition:

What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition?

3. Melodramatic: When Kiki got a tiny cut on her pinky finger, she got all melodramatic and began
sobbing and demanding a doctor.

Definition:

What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition?

4. Remorse: As Tommy walked home with the money from the church he had stolen in his pocket,
powerful feelings of remorse bubbled in his stomach.

Definition:

What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition?

5. Inquiry: When the other moms heard about how Charlene had won the baking contest, her email box
was flooded with inquiries for her award winning muffin recipe.

Definition:

What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition?

6. Perch: The children were perched on the edge of the sofa arms, waiting to hop off and land on the
next unlucky passerby.

Definition:

What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition?






7. Earnest: Jeremiah joked around so much that when he told the others about the accident that had
occurred, they didn’t believe that he was being earnest.

Definition:

What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition?

8. Jovial: Unlike Bob, who treated others rudely and kept to himself, Bobby was jovial, friendly, and
outgoing.

Definition:

What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition?

9. Demeanor: My grandma’s demeanor was such that people often thought she was being rude when
she was just being honest.

Definition:

What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition?

10. Beckoned: The lady decided that it was tea time and so, by jingling a tiny silver bell, she beckoned
her servants to attend.

Definition:

What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition?

11. Dismal: With the field torn up by the players’ cleats, and the cold rain falling in waves, conditions on
the playing field were dismal.

Definition:

What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition?

12. Immense: Lula would have attempted the walk home, had it not been for the immense mountain that
stood between her and her destination.

Definition:

What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition?






ANSWER KEY

Context Clues #1 ABE Level D

Directions: read each sentence and determine the meaning of the word using cross sentence clues or your
prior knowledge. Then, explain what clues in the sentence helped you determine the word meaning.

1. Detest: Everyone else at the party wanted garbage pizza but Tim because he detested vegetables.

Definition: Detest: To strongly dislike.

What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition? Tim doesn’t want the garbage pizza because
he doesn'’t like vegetables.

2. Alter: Grandpa didn’t know that Suzie was coming along on the fishing trip, and now he had to alter
his plans.

Definition: Alter: Change

What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition? Grandpa has to adjust to Suzie on the fishing
trip.

3. Melodramatic: When Kiki got a tiny cut on her pinky finger, she got all melodramatic and began
sobbing and demanding a doctor.

Definition: Melodramatic: With exaggerated emotion.

What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition? She is requesting a doctor for a tiny cut on her
pinky.

4. Remorse: As Tommy walked home with the money from the church he had stolen in his pocket,
powerful feelings of remorse bubbled in his stomach.

Definition: Remorse: Guilt or regret.

What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition? Stealing from the church makes his stomach
bubble.

5. Inquiry: When the other moms heard about how Charlene had won the baking contest, her email box
was flooded with inquiries for her award winning muffin recipe.

Definition: Inquiry: Seeking information or asking questions.

What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition? People are interested in learning her muffin
recipe.

6. Perch: The children were perched on the edge of the sofa arms, waiting to hop off and land on the
next unlucky passerby.

Definition: Perched: To wait at a position off from the ground.

What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition? The children are waiting to attack from the
sofa.






7. Earnest: Jeremiah joked around so much that when he told the others about the accident that had
occurred, they didn’t believe that he was being earnest.

Definition: Earnest: Serious; not joking.

What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition? He jokes around so much that people can not
tell when he is being serious.

8. Jovial: Unlike Bob, who treated others rudely and kept to himself, Bobby was jovial, friendly, and
outgoing.

Definition: Jovial: One who enjoys company; cheerful.

What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition? Bob is rude and Bobby is the opposite as the
sentence structure implies.

9. Demeanor: My grandma’s demeanor was such that people often thought she was being rude when
she was just being honest.

Definition: Demeanor: Nonverbal behaviors; body language; how she carries herself.

What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition? People react in unexpected ways to her words.

10. Beckoned: The lady decided that it was tea time and so, by jingling a tiny silver bell, she beckoned
her servants to attend.

Definition: Beckoned: Call

What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition? She uses the bell to summon her servants.

11. Dismal: With the field torn up by the players’ cleats, and the cold rain falling in waves, conditions on
the playing field were dismal.

Definition: Dismal: Gloomy; rainy.

What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition? It is muddy and rainy on the baseball field.

12. Immense: Lula would have attempted the walk home, had it not been for the immense mountain that
stood between her and her destination.

Definition: Immense: Very large.

What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition? The mountain prevents her from walking home.
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The Phone Call

Paul looked out the window and sighed. The driveway was still empty and it was getting dark. He
checked the clock and sighed again, deeper this time. His dad had said that he would pick him up by
5:30, but it was almost seven and Paul hadn't heard a word from him. He walked up the stairs to his
room and put away his baseball glove. Paul figured that even if his Dad did miraculously show, it
wouldn't be much fun playing catch in the dark. Paul sat down on the couch and tried to do some of
his reading homework, but he couldn't get his dad off of his mind.

The phone rang at about 8:00 and Paul let it go to the machine. It was his Dad: "Hey Paul, I'm so
sorry that I couldn't make it tonight. I had to finish up a big project at work. Maybe we can catch a
baseball game this weekend. Oh wait, this weekend’s no good. How about next weekend? That
should work. You and | are going to the stadium for sure, Paulie. I hope all is well..."

Paul listened to the machine in disgust. He knew that his dad had a job and a life, but he couldn't
understand why he was always flaking out on him. Paul thought to himself: Couldn't someone else
get one of these bad news speeches once in a while? Why does it always have to be me? Paul crashed
on the couch with his book opened to the first page and fell asleep.

The next day at school, Paul didn't turn in his math or science homework and he failed a pop quiz in
reading class. Paul’s homeroom teacher, Mr. Mathews, noticed Paul’s uncharacteristically poor
performance and asked him to stay after class. Paul sort of murmured a response that sounded like
“Ok.” When the bell rang, the other children filed out of class. Paul huffed and waited with his head
on his desk. Mr. Matthews pulled up a chair next to him.

“What’s up, Paul? You’re not doing your homework, you’re not studying for tests, and this isn’t like
you. Something must be bothering you. What is it?”” Paul didn’t want to tell him. He knew that if he
started talking a flood of emotions would pour out of him. He just wanted to be alone with his pain,
so he sat there quietly, not even looking at Mr. Matthews. “Well Paul, if you don’t want to talk, I
will. T know that something’s bothering you and you’ve got to get it out. You don’t need to tell me,
but you need to tell someone or this thing is going to eat you up. Paul, you’ve got to feel your best to
do your best. The sooner you get this thing off of your chest, the sooner you can heal.”

As Paul walked home from school, he reflected on the things the Mr. Matthews had told him. He
knew that he hadn’t been himself recently. Maybe he stopped doing his work because he was looking
for attention from his father. He hadn’t really thought about it too much up until now, but as he
walked home that night he realized that he wasn’t just letting his dad spoil his plans: he was letting
him spoil his life. Paul figured that Mr. Matthews was right. He couldn’t do his best until he felt his
best. He decided to take his advice and talk to someone about it.

That night when Paul got home from school, he called his Dad. The call went to voicemail after
ringing seven or eight times. Paul had heard his Dad’s answering machine message more times than
he cared to remember, but this time things were different. When it ended, he would say what he
really felt. When the phone beeped, Paul began talking: “Dad, it’s Paul. I can’t go to the stadium
with you next weekend. /’ve got a lot of homework to catch up on. Also, I don 't really want to spend
another day looking out the window and waiting. When you break plans with me, Dad, it hurts me,
and I'm sick of getting hurt. It’s not too late to rebuild our relationship, but we re going t0 have to
start small. Maybe you can help me with my homework sometime or something. Dad, | love you, but
that’s how I feel.”

As Paul ended the call, he felt as though a tremendous burden had been lifted off of his shoulders. He
didn’t know whether his dad would change. He didn’t even think that he would, but it didn’t matter.
Paul had changed. He had expressed his feelings to the right person, rather than just bottling them up
inside of himself and he had a clear head as he worked though his assignments that night.





Name:

The Phone Call — ABE Level D

1. Author’s Purpose: entertain inform persuade
Why did the author write this?

2. Genre: Subgenre:

Ex: Nonfiction, fiction, or folklore Ex: Autobiography, science fiction, fable, informational writing, etc.

3. Narrator’s Point of View:

1st-person, 2nd-person, 3rd-person objective, 3rd-person limited, or 3rd-person omniscient

4 & 5. Summarize the text:

Five key events from beginning, middle, & end.

6. Exposition

A. Setting:

When and where does the story take place?

B. Conflict:

Describe the conflict in the story.

7. Rising Action: List some events that occur before the climax.

1.

2.

3.

Climax:
The turning point

Falling Action: List some events that occur after the climax.

1.

2.

Resolution:
When the conflict is solved






ANSWER KEY
The Phone Call — ABE Level D

1. Author’s Purpose: entertain inform persuade
Why did the author write this?

2. Genre: Fiction Subgenre: Realistic
Ex: Nonfiction, fiction, or folklore Ex: Autobiography, science fiction, fable, informational writing, etc.

3. Narrator’s Point of View: Third-Person Omniscient

1st-person, 2nd-person, 3rd-person objective, 3rd-person limited, or 3rd-person omniscient

4 & 5. Summarize the text:

Five key events from beginning, middle, & end.

A young man’s father breaks many plans with him. This causes him emotional turmoil
that begins to affect his schoolwork. One of his teachers talks to him about his
problems. The young man reconsiders his path and decides to confront his father.
The young man feels good about his actions.

6. Exposition (Answers may vary)

A. Setting: Paul’s House
When and where does the story take place?
B. Conflict: This is when Paul’s dad blows him off

Describe the conflict in the story.
7. Rising Action: List some events that occur before the climax.

1. _Paul performs poorly in school.

2. Answers will vary

3. Answers will vary

Climax: Mr. Matthews talks to Paul about expressing himself.
The turning point

Falling Action: List some events that occur after the climax.

1. Paul talks to dad.

2. __ Answers will vary

Resolution: Paul feels relieved and does his homework.
When the conflict is solved
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Name:

Below 1s a passage trom Alice’s Adpentures in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll. Read the story and answer
the questions.

In her journey throngh Wonderland, Alice has become very small. She knows she needs to become her normal size again,
but she’s not sure how to do that.

trom Alices Adventures in Wonderland

t sounded an excellent plan, no doubt, and very neatly and simply arranged; the only difficulty was, that
she had not the smallest idea how to set about it; and while she was peering about anxiously among the

trees, a little sharp bark just over her head made her look up in a great hurry.

An enormous puppy was looking down at her with large round eyes, and feebly stretching out one paw,
trying to touch her. ‘Poor little thing!” said Alice, in a coaxing tone, and she tried hard to whistle to 1t; but
she was terribly frightened all the time at the thought that it might be hungry, in which case it would be very
likely to eat her up in spite of all her coaxing,

Hardly knowing what she did, she picked up a little bit of stick, and held it out to the puppy; whereupon the
puppy jumped into the air off all its feet at once, with a yelp of delight, and rushed at the stick, and made
believe to worry it; then Alice dodged behind a great thistle, to keep herself from being run over; and the
moment she appeared on the other side, the puppy made another rush at the stick, and tumbled head over
heels in its hurry to get hold of it; then Alice, thinking it was very like having a game of play with a cart-
horse, and expecting every moment to be trampled under its feet, ran round the thistle again; then the puppy
began a series of short charges at the stick, running a very little way forwards each time and a long way back,
and barking hoarsely all the while, till at last it sat down a good way off, panting, with its tongue hanging out
of its mouth, and its great eyes half shut.

This seemed to Alice a good opportunity for making her escape; so she set off at once, and ran till she was
quite tired and out of breath, and till the puppy’s bark sounded quite faint in the distance.

1. Setting: Where do you think Alice 1s?
2. Characters: Who are the characters in the passage?
3. Problem: What is the problem Alice faces?

4. Solution: How does Alice solve the problem?






Name: Key

A\

Below 1s a passage trom Alice’s Adpentures in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll. Read the story and answer
the questions.

In her journey throngh Wonderland, Alice has become very small. She knows she needs to become her normal size again,
but she’s not sure how to do that.

trom Alices Adventures in Wonderland

she had not the smallest idea how to set about it; and while she was peering about anxiously among the

It sounded an excellent plan, no doubt, and very neatly and simply arranged; the only difficulty was, that
trees, a little sharp bark just over her head made her look up in a great hurry.

An enormous puppy was looking down at her with large round eyes, and feebly stretching out one paw;,
trying to touch her. ‘Poor little thing!” said Alice, in a coaxing tone, and she tried hard to whistle to 1t; but
she was terribly frightened all the time at the thought that it might be hungry, in which case it would be very
likely to eat her up in spite of all her coaxing,

Hardly knowing what she did, she picked up a little bit of stick, and held it out to the puppy; whereupon the
puppy jumped into the air off all its feet at once, with a yelp of delight, and rushed at the stick, and made
believe to worry it; then Alice dodged behind a great thistle, to keep herself from being run over; and the
moment she appeared on the other side, the puppy made another rush at the stick, and tumbled head over
heels in its hurry to get hold of it; then Alice, thinking it was very like having a game of play with a cart-
horse, and expecting every moment to be trampled under its feet, ran round the thistle again; then the puppy
began a series of short charges at the stick, running a very little way forwards each time and a long way back,
and barking hoarsely all the while, till at last it sat down a good way off, panting, with its tongue hanging out
of its mouth, and its great eyes half shut.

This seemed to Alice a good opportunity for making her escape; so she set off at once, and ran till she was
quite tired and out of breath, and till the puppy’s bark sounded quite faint in the distance.

1. Setting: Where do you think Alice is?  Student’s answers will vary. Examples of correct answers:

Outside during the day

2. Characters: Who are the characters in the passage?

Alice and the puppy

3. Problem: What is the problem Alice faces?

She’s afraid the puppy might hurt her because she is so small.

4. Solution: How does Alice solve the problem?

She gives the puppy a stick to play with, and it runs off.
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Name:

ot
,g:“!yp Compare and Contrast: ABE Level D

i Read each passage. Then answer the questions.

Many people have heard of killer bees, but how many of them have heard of
killer ants? Killer ants, also called fire ants, are aggressive insects. A sting from these
ants can kill. Just like the killer bees, the stings of fire ants can make people ill or even
cause them to die. Neither insect is native to the United States of America. Both the
killer bees and the fire ants came from other places.

1). What two things are being compared?

2). What are two ways in which they are alike?
A.
B.

Over short distances the cheetah is the fastest animal in the world. But despite
its great speed, a cheetah can not catch an animal that has greater endurance. A
cheetah can not maintain its top speed for very long, it hunts by hiding close to a herd of
animals and waiting until its prey comes close enough to attack. The cheetah’s most
common prey is the Thomson’s gazelle, which can reach speeds of about 50 miles per
hour. The gazelle possesses the ability to dodge, jump over uneven ground, and endure
the chase. Cheetahs are most likely to catch the young or ill gazelles, playing the
predator’s usual role of removing from a herd those animals that are weak or unhealthy.

3). What is being contrasted?
4). What are two ways in which they are different?
A.
B.

P SR e >
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ANSWER KEY

Compare and Contrast: ABE Level D

Read each passage. Then answer the questions.

Many people have heard of killer bees, but how many of them have heard of
killer ants? Killer ants, also called fire ants, are aggressive insects. A sting from these
ants can kill. Just like the killer bees, the stings of fire ants can make people ill or even
cause them to die. Neither insect is native to the United States of America. Both the
killer bees and the fire ants came from other places.

1). What two things are being compared? __ Killer bees and killer ants.

2). What are two ways in which they are alike?

A. Both are aggressive, and both can Kill.

B. Both came from other places and not from the U.S.

Over short distances the cheetah is the fastest animal in the world. But despite
its great speed, a cheetah can’t catch an animal that has greater endurance. A cheetah
can’t maintain its top speed for very long, it hunts by hiding close to a herd of animals
and waiting until its prey comes close enough to attack. The cheetah’s most common
prey is the Thomson’s gazelle, which can reach amazing speeds of about 50 miles per
hour. The gazelle also has the ability to dodge, jump over uneven ground, and endure
the chase. Cheetahs are most likely to catch the young or ill gazelles, playing the
predator’s usual role of removing from a herd those animals that are weak or unhealthy.

3). What is being contrasted? Cheetahs and gazelles.

4). What are two ways in which they are different?
A. Gazelles can dodge and jump; Cheetahs run faster.

B. Cheetahs run fast in short distances; gazelles can run fast for long periods.
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Author’s Purpose
Directions: Read the description of each text and identify the MAIN purpose of the author.

1. A five paragraph essay where a student argues that people should recycle and not litter

A. Entertain B. Inform C. Persuade

2. An encyclopedia entry about endangered animals and efforts to protect them

A. Entertain B. Inform C. Persuade

3. A map of the world, showing all continents, countries, and oceans

A. Entertain B. Inform C. Persuade

4. A Garfield comic from the newspaper in which Garfield hates Mondays and likes lasagna
A. Entertain B. Inform C. Persuade

5. A brochure about how people shouldn’t shop at Walmart because they hurt local businesses
A. Entertain B. Inform C. Persuade

6. The fourth novel in the Twilight series by Stephenie Meyer

A. Entertain B. Inform C. Persuade

7. A student’s book report about the fourth novel in the Twilight series

A. Entertain B. Inform C. Persuade

8. A speech by a politician asking for 90 minutes to be added to the school day

A. Entertain B. Inform C. Persuade

9. The play Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare

A. Entertain B. Inform C. Persuade

10. The instructions for the board game, Monopoly.
A. Entertain B. Inform C. Persuade

11. The story of a young man who learns to resist the influences of drugs and gangs
A. Entertain B. Inform C. Persuade

12. A child’s letter to Santa asking for a bicycle because the child has been good all year
A. Entertain B. Inform C. Persuade

13. The lyrics to a song written by popular music group, Mindful Behavior
A. Entertain B. Inform C. Persuade

14. A recipe explaining how to make chicken salad sandwiches
A. Entertain B. Inform C. Persuade

15. A note to a teacher where a student asks if her seat can be switched because of a conflict
A. Entertain B. Inform C. Persuade





Author’s Purpose ANSWER KEY
Directions: Read the description of each text and identify the MAIN purpose of the author.

1. Afive paragraph essay where a student argues that people should recycle and not litter
A. Entertain B. Inform C. Persuade

2. An encyclopedia entry about endangered animals and efforts to protect them
A. Entertain B. Inform C. Persuade

3. A map of the world, showing all continents, countries, and oceans
A. Entertain B. Inform C. Persuade

4. A Garfield comic from the newspaper in which Garfield hates Mondays and likes lasagna
A. Entertain B. Inform C. Persuade

5. A brochure about how people shouldn’t shop at Walmart because they hurt local businesses
A. Entertain B. Inform C. Persuade

6. The fourth novel in the Twilight series by Stephenie Meyer
A. Entertain B. Inform C. Persuade

7. A student’s book report about the fourth novel in the Twilight series
A. Entertain B. Inform C. Persuade

8. A speech by a politician asking for 90 minutes to be added to the school day
A. Entertain B. Inform C. Persuade

9. The play Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare
A. Entertain B. Inform C. Persuade

10. The instructions for the board game, Monopoly.
A. Entertain B. Inform C. Persuade

11. The story of a young man who learns to resist the influences of drugs and gangs
A. Entertain B. Inform C. Persuade

12. A child’s letter to Santa asking for a bicycle because the child has been good all year
A. Entertain B. Inform C. Persuade

13. The lyrics to a song written by popular music group, Mindful Behavior
A. Entertain B. Inform C. Persuade

14. A recipe explaining how to make chicken salad sandwiches
A. Entertain B. Inform C. Persuade

15. A note to a teacher where a student asks if her seat can be switched because of a conflict
A. Entertain B. Inform C. Persuade
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